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Abstract

The study aimed at examining children's understanding of three
parental emotions : happiness, sadness, and anger. It aimed slso
at studing the relationship between the children's understanding
of these emotions and thir social emotional competence . 70
children were introduced to a puppet house task. They were
asked to imagine their family in that house . through a pretend
play context children were asked some questions : show me how
do you know that dad is angry , what is going on 7, show me how
can you make your mother happy . Children answered through
the puppets .Children's verbal and non- verbal behaviors were
video taped then decoded.Teacher estimated children for thei
empathy , positive relationships with their peers, and emotional
social competence . Then the researcher and children went
through play sessions in which the researcher showed feelings of
happiness, sadness, and anger of parents. Children's reactions
and facial expressions were recorded . The results showed that
children had clear understanding that their parents’ emotions
had various reasons . Children showed various reactions towards
their parents' emotions and suggested certain ways to change
their parents' emotions .
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