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Abstract:

The research presents the components used to make an
archaeological icon representing Saint Bicenti, carried out using
oil colors (not previously published). Cross section to identify the
anatomical structure of the icon, and the type of wood and type
of fibers used in the cloth imaging holder was identified through
digital microscopy examination and comparison of samples with
standard samples. The type of binder used in the imaging ground
and the chromatic medium used in the color layer were identified
through the use of FTIR spectroscopy, in addition to the
biological study.
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And it was proven that the wooden stand for the icon is made of
pine wood, the canvas carrier is made of flax, and the preparation
layer is made up of calcium carbonate and the binder used with it
(it was animal glue), and the type of color medium used with the
coloring materials was also identified, as it was proven to be
from linseed oil.
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Introduction

Art originated with man and man since the beginning of life
tends to creativity and beauty. Prehistoric artists began to
decorate their caves with inscriptions and drawings that
expressed the beliefs of that time, and the main function of art
was to give man strength over nature.

Primitive art was not a single style in all environments and all
times, but we find it differs according to the different
environmental and temporal conditions that man lived through,
as artistic styles passed through multiple stages that differed over
time as well as with the intellectual development of man, where
each stage has its own artistic style that fits with the
circumstances and environment of those The stage, and the fields
of arts varied, including painting on icons.

The archaeological artifacts currently preserved in Coptic
museums, monasteries and churches varied between icons,
frescoes, metal and wooden drawings, and manuscripts dating
from the fourth century to the nineteenth century AD. And
angels, archangels, and between animal and bird shapes, in
addition to plant and geometric motifs, Christian symbols, and
Coptic, Greek and Arabic writings.
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The beholder of the icon and the connoisseur of art will feel that
there is a constant dialogue between him and the saints and
martyrs painted on it through the looks of the eyes and the
features and expressions of the faces identified with great care
that testify to the skill of the artist who produced it despite the
simplicity of the tools used by the artist in the past

It is worth noting the importance of the Coptic icon and how it
helped to introduce the principles and teachings of the Christian
religion, in addition to the great role it played and continues to
play in religious rites and celebrations, especially during the
celebrations of saints and martyrs’ feasts, which take place
annually and periodically in Coptic churches and monasteries.

The icon, with all its decorations and colors, is a continuous
dialogue through the ages, since since the fourth century AD
until today it expresses religious and historical events for
Christian people who have an important place in the Bible in
both the Old and New Testaments. In which icons were
produced, however, the vast majority that remain until today in
Coptic monasteries and churches dates back to the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries AD, and the icon decorations include figures
of ancient and contemporary martyrs and saints. In the rapid
delivery of the concepts of the Christian faith and in the
preservation of Coptic civilization and its ideological heritage
until today.
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