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Direct and indirect impact of variables affecting
Libyan women's fertility

Abstract :

The main objective of the study was to identify the variables

influencing fertility decline in Libya as per the most recent data available
of the Libyan national family health survey in 2007.

In this study the researchers used path analysis that is considered one of
the most important methods used in the in-depth analysis that explores the
structural relationships among variables. Path analysis is important as it
identifies the indirect and direct effect of a variable without the need to
isolate the effect of other variables as in other analytical methods especially
the experimental ones. Results of the path analysis showed that age
difference between couples, woman age at first marriage, woman
educational level and birth interval are the most influencing variables on
fertility negatively. Results also showed that marriage duration, wealth
index, sex of first birth, breastfeeding duration, family size and health care
index are the most influencing variables on fertility positively.

Key words :

Fertility level, Path analysis, Stepwise regression , endogenous variables,
Exogenous variables.
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