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Abstract
In this paper we concentrate on the creative aspect of Prof. Sayed Ibrahim, Ex-
Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Beni-Suef Umivrsity, the celebrated lierary critic and the

poet. As a poet Ibrahim published four collectionos of poetry in addition to many other
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poems he published in various periodicals and magazines. The poem which we study in
this paper is entitled: "The Hycinth Girl" composed of one hundred and nine lines of
poetry divided into two parts, the first part is composed of thirty five lines, the other is
seventy four, in different two meters and rhyme schems, the later being varioons on the
basic tone. Sayed Ibrahim writes in the classical form of the Arabic poem, but he
creatively renovates in this classical form with various innovations like: sudden
transitions, aesthetic ambiguity, and diction. We could reach to the sophisticated

implications of the poem through reading its structure, and symbolism.

Key words:
Hycinth girl — daffodils — Arab Identity — rhymed verse — Venus — Adonis —

Dorothy Wordsorth
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“You gave me hyacinths first a year ago;

“They called me the hyacinth girl.”
—Yet when we came back, late, from the Hyacinth garden,
Your arms full, and your hair wet, I could not
Speak, and my eyes failed, | was neither

Living nor dead, and | knew nothing,
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Looking into the heart of light, the silence.
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Winter kept us warm, covering
Earth in forgetful snow,

Feeding a little life with dried tubers.
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'Fondling,' she saith, 'since | have hemm'd thee here
Within the circuit of this ivory pale,

I'll be a park, and thou shalt be my deer;

Feed where thou wilt, on mountain or in dale:
Graze on my lips; and if those hills be dry,

Stray lower, where the pleasant fountains lie.
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I wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o'er vales and hills,

When all at once | saw a crowd,

A host, of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,
They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:

Ten thousand saw | at a glance,

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:

A poet could not but be gay,

In such a jocund company:

| gazed—and gazed—but little thought

What wealth the show to me had brought:
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For oft, when on my couch | lie
Invacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,

And dances with the daffodils.
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Death by Water
Phlebas the Phoenician, a fortnight dead,
Forgot the cry of gulls, and the deep sea swell
And the profit and loss.
A current under sea
Picked his bones in whispers. As he rose and fell
He passed the stages of his age and youth
Entering the whirlpool.
Gentile or Jew
O you who turn the wheel and look to windward,

Consider Phlebas, who was once handsome and tall as you.
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Water, water everywhere, nor any drop to drink
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For oft, when on my couch | lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.
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There | saw one | knew, and stopped him, crying: “Stetson!
“You who were with me in the ships at Mylae!
“That corpse you planted last year in your garden,
“Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year?
“Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed?
“Oh keep the Dog far hence, that’s friend to men,
“Or with his nails he’ll dig it up again!
“You! hypocrite lecteur'—monsemblable,—mon frére!”
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