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"[TThese institutions are founded on the right claimed by
government, to confer privileges and immunities on one class of
citizens, not only not enjoyed by the rest, but at the expense of the
rest. This is always done by the pretence of promoting the general
welfare; a pretence of unlimited operation, and indefinable extent;
and which has already rendered the constitution of the United States,
a dead letter."
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("L'étranger, méme non résidant en France, peut étre cité devant les
tribunaux frangais, pour l'exécution des obligations par lui
contractées en France avec un Frangais; et s'il est trouvé en France,
il peut étre traduit devant les tribunaux de France méme pour des
obligations contractées par lui en pays . étranger envers des
Frangais.")
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Corporate Social Responsibility for Civil and Political
Human Rights

By: Ahmad A. Alshorbagy

The UN Global Compact established the basis for
corporate social responsibility. The first two principles
outlines corporations' responsibilities in the area of human
rights without distinguishing between social and economic
rights or civil and political rights. This paper explores
social corporate reasonability dimensions for civil and
political human rights.

The article starts with an investigation of the preliminary
question of whether corporations as legal persons enjoy
human rights. In this context, Part I analyses the corporate
personality question from both theoretical and practical
perspectives. Part II then demonstrates the significant
impact corporate practices have on civil and political
human rights. The gravity of such practices is amplified
due to multinational corporations' proliferation, whose
legal structure and financial abilities allow to meddle with
states' policies and hence influence citizens' rights.

Whereas the UN Global Compact appears as the most
prominent endeavor on the international level, national
legislations play a vital role in shaping corporate social
responsibility basis. Part III provides an overview of
national and international efforts to hold corporations
liable to their actions and analyzes both frameworks. Part
IV then concludes.
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