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Abstract:

This is an critical analytic study of the Hippocratic treatise «On Ancient
Medicine», whose author advocates medicine as an art, against intervention of
hypothetical philosophical theories. The author believes that medicine is based
empirically and he criticizes philosophers’ explanations; as they leave a gap
between theory and practice. The importance of this treatise lies in arousing the
problem of the relationship between philosophical theory and medical practice,
the consciousness of method’s issues, and of the necessity of medicine’s autonomy;

which we do not find elsewhere.

The purpose of this study is to reveal the nature of the relationship between
philosophical theoriesand practice in greek medicine, by answering these questions:
Is medicine based on hypothetical philosophical theories or on daily practices
and accumulated successes? Why the author of «On Ancient Medicine» was so
motivated to advocate medicine as an art? Did he abandon theorizing altogether?
Wias he an pure empiricist? Did he succeed in crossing the gap between theory and
practice? What are the principles of Hippocratic practices? And do Hippocratic

treatises contain no traces of philosophical effects?
Keywords:

Greek medicine, Hippocrates, «On Ancient Medicine», Greek pilosophy,
Hypothesis, Empiricism.

WO RV-P)
S oo ki A SLST e de g2 e Vil aY Slislhy o ¢ S

y\;»@}é&gd_ﬁ@j.c.éuu\;\g,ﬁ\z%\&g;w\,@%\sfu\au;\(uhﬂ(\)
Ll Jazsd Q_Aj‘sgg%’msb@mgas»\j it el Blae Loy 0f 5 ezl oyl
Jl e Bl 3 Lol s9m 5. €550 85 5o 3 ALY Il 255 1Y 3 0 555 23S
%;@LS‘WJMJQ&M\'C@@%.c.éuwm)ﬁ\ézw&j\ig&
Bz 8,55 o 550 Q1AL AN sl de seg fo Bl ool w8y QU1 e o Ao samd o5
S o s gl odin Sloul iy ) 00,81 3 GUs I I B LIl s ol ga o
- .@ujg\séw\wmvaww%w\




Drsloalt {rsasloalts Indaadal g AT (ot gl ol

A geline 2 (3] g oLl ol SO AL gy SN 5y Y65 e 5251
5\.:.4“’1:,‘.,45\.;3_\.E.é\i.ido-\.ai.f;ﬁ\\@Jy\{ﬁ&;ﬁ&\ﬁ@\&n&j\{cb\ﬂi
>fjoﬂ,\§’w\ca¢uwswuﬂu:§,\s'@a\ﬂﬁf\aw;i\yéiyagw\
e pd e DU o 5k AL LAY 7 5 )b o g 9

SUEU s o Aol 2T e b W ) o0 AL L) e
gee it ale oo 8 S jueld 0,80 3ol 31 DM sl 555 A b 2N
0% 05 81 Lgdle o1 435V 1o, a1 st a sl el 0 5SG O o 5 (23
cgﬁiéuﬁw\pu\wa?u\gtfs\,w\w\&xw?m
Cz”\,w\v@;uju‘w_ﬂ,\?s,gawm%;d\S;o,@amw\;\gj_m&gui
B gl 435 s cyeg il 2l 5Ll e my DLz I ]
e 08 2] 155151 Wl o) (e anlonols il Ll s o 5
ALl J35 O G0 gadid! I e g B & AJud g (Wb-s*ﬁ*’:wi
IS UWee 18 Ledlals g dm ol Al

R e 89y A1 Al Lty s O S 015t 0187 e Ll
ol e 0 sl 53 g L 208 531 51 3 191yt o
2agdllie e a2 § i) b dgﬂw\;uy&%.@iﬂ\wﬂij
ol o ) LV Bl Aol d U e a3 WS Wy it pall anilaes

2S5l JolS g Bl o I g S T 5 Y Wl 1000 ol -
VA g2 VA0A ByalE) iy pall g
S Lodad! ool iams 3 Lo Y Cpme ot oy 1Y «V""w\ Ll e O Jones g - (1)
LT e} oSO Ayl 2L o im0 s ¢ 1,39 Tl e AL L 4 S W1 5
84S 50 Ana ML s OF S Y Aty el L QWL .w)uv_wi@s@_wﬁ_a
ssui\giauw\@Pu\vjmﬁ»_ﬁw\(wyv@\&j A a6l S bl g
AN I 5 5 Jiky Aol N1 dpall oy -
- Jones, W. H. S., Philosophy and Medicine in Ancient Greece, Bulletin of the History of
Medicine, Suppl. 8, Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press, 1946, an Extended Review by,
Harold W. Miller, The Classical Association of the Middle West and South Inc. (CAMWS),
1946, www.jestor.org/ stable/ 3292472?seq=, p. 318.



(9N kalt - (o3 Inad!) nd el Praiacaslall Primazedl Ialxe

S 58 Aed L,me Uny 5 LT3 (o)l DAl Lol A Yty
uazm\Jmuf@uﬁ.&\o;mkyu,\?mj.\_&yg\.\;\j@m&w&;\mg_o}s\
Jom I paty d5 Al ol ded lgdam Lo 529 STV U1 Ll J g 2
s it S0 - B (Y el s a1 OIS0 5 - LY s gl
‘M\w\w&&oww\ubﬁu,ﬁmw@swnj.mwu@j
cdally Aaddl o dodedl ax s Loy

A3 A e Al 55 0 ) s s 3 ) el N PR HR TP
A o) s el O gt S bl Adall )ikl Ao & Lol oy
g oW HU Jas e bl i w Lo sl A S gadseal IS (25 3 e
BRI PRR SRS W uﬂu?é&p@gi%ng r?sq\;\j
sﬁsﬂy}\jw\M&pw\&)}gpmmjws\psv@;@uw
Bl W5e s Jg  ASulaze By 3 ns Lol 055 Ayl g 2 121 oy
EUSINPRERES ISV APREISPIN

53U ey S y2r Sl s g bl el B b g0 e g 3T 2B e
yjsaﬁbw&\gm@b <<V_im\YJQJ\>>&g\,_saj\¢§«z_ﬂu»V§;%,ﬂ\
Ly 5% gt el 5 530 o) e Wald 1208 el o) WV e oaS TG 3
Al oWl Jg_u\&g.u_ﬂw\}m «g.,“mi_fu\» U2 g Sy S L)
ol ia I e e C2iSTN Jslovn Lo g lia S22l 5T e LlE 2
lall ol s il oyl by

e eSS paall &yl iy Do)l e & daeddlly ) g 3V N
Bola o Aol e 5 )1 e Vgl il & adl Blo I e g bl Ll A5l
el a1 I BT T s L e ag (g5l s 0 5 Ll
Lo 8 Lo s e ) Ll iy Ll cade A3 5 e 0 ot
2 IS LIS bl i e oAl A Sl e ) G356 cciandally 3
A et U et e 539,501 0 WS a3l e UL



Drsloalt {rsasloalts Indaadal g AT (ot gl ol

oo 23S 1ol i g L gty dndall e allansl A1l gl oy e 4 5
.20 tealald Jolall J gl 3 1o e AR & cmndadl 51

g;a.m\s)spizw,u@cm@&Q\Jgu\wgwﬂ\L;gsjzmwmj
nde iy 5T o b G g 1 poliall e 0 95 GLs¥ O 278 A jall 0
) 9l 5 Al s 30)b Aall O] 8 S poliall 0dd 3l (ailad 1 3 4 a5 poliall
Gy 3 Dl i) Sy Bl g A Ld HUN Ll el 5 3)b s Ly ey 5 o3 L
W) 33\ ) b clanall oda gao) 3 el 51834 5 J) OLwsY) e B>
EESTPURTRIFECN P

Wisal (3] A a0 Akl oyl Bl el e 20,abl Qs Ayl e
wﬁ\&fOl))ZJ‘}ai%(i)f@w S.i\..\{g;mp%&} PO <<V.5J\25\;.~L:J\» e,
b5l )15l U eaylasy (2,38 a5 il o ST ST gad b | salla )
By 5kl 2 o BN A 0 i cipdy s 5T oot gl ol LA
g}ﬂa';v.mw\.;\ﬁ@ww\j@wJ@W\ﬂ@ugwww
Oy s e a1 6N Ao By 01 it S0 5058 & 1S B 52

(1) Pellegrin, P, «Ancient Medicine and its Contribution to the Philosophical Traditiony, in A

Companion to Ancient Philosophy, edited by Mary Louise Gill & Pierre Pellegrin, Blackwell
Publishing Ltd, Oxford, 2006, p. 667.
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1- Hippocrates, «Nature of Many, in Hippocrates, vol. IV, with an English
translation by Jones, W. H. S., The Loeb Classical Library, William
Heinemann L'TD, London, 1959.

2- Hippocrates, «On Ancient Medicine», Translated with an introduction and
commentary by Mark J. Schiefsky, in Studies in Ancient Medicine,
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