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The Contribution of Routine Activities Theory to
Understanding Cybercrime: An Exploratory Study

Marwa Soliman Ali

Assistant Lecturer of Sociology - Faculty of Arts - Sohag University I

Abstract:

This study aims to explore "routine activities theory" and its relation to other
theories, so this attempts to reveal the foundations and empirical applications of
routine activities theory through: exploring the origin of the theory and its context,
the principles on which it is based, and its empirical efficiency.The study concluded
that there are three factors that actually determine the crime, namely, the presence
of a potential criminal, an appropriate target, and the lack of good supervision,
and that most crimes result from the suitability of the target, and its overcoming
by a potential criminal, and these three factors must be available in order for the
crime to occur. And the absence of one of these factors is "sufficient to prevent a
successful occurrence to complete the direct connection to the occurrence of the
crime, and that the variable of place and time in which the crime occurs must be
known by the police, and that this convergence between place and time can lead
to a significant increase in crime rates from Without any change in the "situational
state" that motivates the criminals,The basic principle is that structural changes
in routine activity affect the convergence of the three elements in theory, and thus
affect the crime rate. identity or money), but capable guards such as protection
programs and anti-virus programs.

Keywords: Theory of routine activities, cybercrime, rational choice theory,

crime.
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