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IMPLICATIONSOF THE ABSENCE OF THE REGIONAL DIMENSION IN NEW
TOWNSDEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS ON ADJACENT URBAN SYSTEMS

Dr. Mohamed Shehata Darwish*

ABSTRACT

New towns development programs play an important role in identifying the scope of their regional
impact. The importance of their role as nuclei for sub-regiona development processes stems from their
contribution to reducing regional disparities, in addition to their ability to accommodate population and
urbanization due to their intermediate location between existing and new urbanization. However, the absence
of the regional role, in reality, had a negative impact upon adjacent urban systems due to interdependencies
with the other communitiesin the region usually taking the form of benefitting from their labor force which
led to daily commuting to the new towns without moving to live in the new town. Also, due to the high cost
of land in new towns, alocated through auctions, small investors construct their industrial projects on their
borders. However, the biggest threat is the immigration of the new town settlers to those adjacent
communities which led to a rapid increase in their population, accompanied by changes in economic
activities.

Research problem: Emphasizing the significance of new town development programs taking into
consideration the needs of the communities of the adjacent urban system so that they don't compete with the
new town in attracting population, and hence the imbalance continues in the Egyptian urban system.

Research objective: Finding a mechanism for activating the role of new towns in reformulating the future
Egyptian urban system relying upon natural, economic, and urban resources in the region, and the possibility
of activating their role as nodes for sub-regional development processes, and in interlinking areas of
concentrated urbanism and activitiesin the valley and delta.

Research Methodology: the study is based upon three main axes:
First: monitoring development of the characteristics of urban systems adjacent to new towns to identify
types of changes and their impacts on the goals of the new town development.

* Professor of Urban Planning Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning - Cairo University
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Second: Evaluating previous, ongoing, and proposed urban, social, and economic development programs,
and their adequacy for the activation of their regional role within that system.

Third: Outlining amodel for the urban system in which the roles of the communities of the regional
scope of the city integrate.
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