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Reading and Spelling System which is based on the
Orton - Gillingham Approach in Improving Symbols
decoding in Pupils with Academic
Learning Disabilities

Dr. Hala R. Abdelhameed
Assistant professor of Special Education
Faculty of Education- Ismailia
Suez Canal University

This study investigates the effectiveness of the Barton reading
and spelling system which is based on the Orton — Gillingham
approach in improving symbols decoding in Pupils with academic
learning disabilities. Fifteen primary school>s pupils were divided
into three groups: a reading disability experimental group, a dyslexia
experimental group and control group. The mean oftheir chronological
age was 10.412 and 1.03 standard deviation. They tested formally on
the general intellectual ability scale, neurological scan test, dyslexia
scale, diagnostic rating scale for reading disability, socioeconomic
scale and phonological scale. Regarding informal assessment, they
were tested on loud reading, silent reading, recognizing words,
distinguishing between words, sight word and spelling tasks. The
main finding of this study was that the Barton reading and spelling
system is effective. There was a significant difference between the
experimental and control groups in the post test in favor of the two
experimental groups. Furthermore, there was a significant difference
between the two experimental groups between pre and post tests
in favor of post test. In addition, there was a significant difference
between the reading disability group and the dyslexia group between
post tests in favor of reading disability group.

Keywords: Reading and Spelling System - Orton Gillingham
Approach - Symbols decoding - Academic Learning Disabilitie
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