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Abstract:

The aim of the current research is to prepare a program
based on digital mind maps to develop the competencies of the
special education teacher, and to identify its impact on
developing strategic thinking in the sample under research from
the student teacher in the Special Education Teacher Preparation
Program at the Faculty of Early Childhood Education, and to
reveal the continuity of its impact after two months of its
application. The research was applied to third-level students in
the Special Education Teacher Preparation Program at the
College of Education for Early Childhood at Minia University,
where the exploratory research sample was (65) sixty-five
students, and the basic research sample was (36) thirty-six
Teacher students. The special education teacher competency
scale in early childhood was used (prepared by the two
researchers), the strategic thinking scale (prepared by the two
researchers), a program based on digital mind maps to develop
the competencies of the special education teacher (prepared by
the two researchers), and a guide for applying the digital mind
maps program (prepared by the two researchers). The results of
the research concluded that there is an effect of the digital mind
maps program in the development of the competencies of the
special education teacher among the female student teacher at
the College of Education for Early Childhood, as it was found
that there are statistically significant differences between the
mean scores of the pre and post measurements in the sample in
the special education teacher competencies scale in favor of the
post measure. The results revealed that the program also had an
impact on the development of strategic thinking among the
female student teacher at the College of Education Early for
Childhood, as the results showed that there were differences
between the mean scores of the pre and post measurements in
the sample in the strategic thinking scale in favor of the post
measurement. Finally, the results indicated the continuity of the
impact of the digital mind maps program in developing the
competencies of the special education teacher and strategic
thinking after two months of applying the program for the
female student teacher at the College of Education for Early
Childhood, as it was found that there were no statistically
significant differences between the mean scores of the post and
follow- up measurements in the education teacher competency
scale and strategic thinking scale.

Key words: Digital Mind Maps, Competencies of the Special
Education Teacher, Strategic Thinking.
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