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SUMMARY

The present work was Carried out on 130 female Egyptian
buffaloes at El-Hawateka farm, Assiut province. The animals
were devided into 13 groups, according to their age which
ranged from one day to 16 years according to farm regestrat-
ions. The present work indicated that there is a propertional
relationship between both skin thickness, clavs length and
the age of examined animals.

INTRODUCTION

Evidence of the age of any animal, alive or dead, if not already proved by the birth

- certificate, is usually demanded from the medice-legal expert, TAHANI (1980) stated that denta-
tion ossification centers of different bones and conjugation of bene epiphysis are the main

facters used for age determination in reminants of carcasses. In addition to previous factors,

the present study about the importance of skin thickness and claws length could serve as

an aiding factor for determination of age in the reminants of Egyptian water buffaloes carcasses.

MATERIAL and METHODS

The animals used in this study were femals Egyptian water buffaloes of El-Hawateka
farm at Assiut province, Egypt. One hundered and thirty animals from different ages (recorded
from farm regestrations) were examined for skin thickness & Claws length. Skin thickness have
been estimated by skin fold technique (PATEL and ANDERSON, 1953), TULLOW (1961) which
include subcutaneous fat and muscle.

LE]

RESULTS

Results obtained were recorded in table (1).
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DISCUSSION

From the previous results it is ocbvious that there is a defenit relation ship between
the skin thickness and claws length in regards to age of the examined animals. DOWLING (1955
bj; WALKER (1957), and PAN (1962) measured the skin thickness in various breeds of cattle,
but there is no available literature concerning skin thickness and claws length of buffaloes.

REFERENCES

Dowling, D.F. (1955 b): The thickness of cattle skin Aust. ). Agric. Res. 6: 776.

Pan, Y.S. (1962):  Quantitative and Morphological variation of sweat glands, skin thickness,
and skin shrinkage over various body regions of Sahiwal Zebu and Jersey cattle.
Aust. 1. Agric. Res. 14: 424.

Patel, U.G. and Anderson, D.W. (1958): Variation of skin thickness in dairy cattle. Emp. ). Exp.

; Agric. 26: 18.

Yahani, M. Ibrahim, (1980): Animal Identification 2nd ed. P.P. 45 Trade and Cooperation book
shap, Cairo.

Tullow, N.M (1961): Variation in the skin and fold thickness of beef cattle. Aust. ). Agric.
Res. 12: 992.

Walker, C.A. (1957): The skin thickness of cattle in Northern Rhodesia. J. Agric. Sci. 49: 211.

Assiut Vet.Med.l Vol. 15, NO. 30, 1986




