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The Zodiac between the astronomical and mythical concept from
the earliest times until the end of the Roman era

By: Prof. Mustafa M. Qandil, Dr. Doaa A. Abdel Rahman

Abstract:

Astronomy and Astrology were not in a single system from the
ancient ages until the end of the Roman era, rather, it was different
from one era to another, with each stage distinguished by a certain
impress. The real birth of Astronomy was in Mesopotamia; Ancient
Babylon was the source of the main astronomical concepts, the most
important of which was the twelve zodiac signs. The Greeks, and after
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them the Romans, transmitted the zodiac about Babylon, borrowing
not only the names of the zodiac, but also the shapes of the zodiac
signs, especially in the representation of Virgo, Sagittarius, and
Capricorn. During the Ptolemaic and Roman periods, Egypt played a
pivotal role in expressing these zodiac signs and their relationship to
religion, beliefs, and daily activities. Therefore, the study will present
the development of the zodiac circle since its inception in Babylon,
through the countries of the Greeks, the Hellenistic era, and the end of
the Roman world, and clarify the contributions of each of these
ancient civilizations in enriching this science. As well as the artistic
expression of the zodiac in terms of its diversity, uses, and
connotations at that time.

Keywords: Astronomy, Zodiac, Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt,
Greeks, Romans.
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