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Diplomatic Efforts to End War between Spain and Chile (1865-1867)
By: Dr. Mahmoud Ahmad Muhammad Ahmad

Abstract

In the sixties of the nineteenth century, Spain took advantage of the United
States' preoccupation with the American Civil War (1861-1865) to send a number
of its warships to Latin America, trying to restore a number of its former colonies
there. It has already managed to dominate Chincha Islands belonging to Peru in
1864. The matter took a serious turn due to the fact that Spain began to intrude
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upon Chile. During that period, Spaniards demanded Chilean authorities to
provide them with coal to set their ships to work. Since Chileans refused to do so,
Spain sent a serious statement, alluding to a military action against them in case
they did not apologize. Chile did not hesitate to declare war against Spain on
September 25, 1865. Additionally, its government succeeded, in early 1866, in
persuading Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador to form a military alliance against the
Spaniards to permanently expel them from the region. Britain and the United
States made more efforts to end war between Spain and Chile which stopped
completely in 1867, and this was followed by signing of the armistice between
Spain and Chile officially on April 11, 1871.

Keywords: Chincha Island, Chile, Spain, Valparaiso, Pareja.
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