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Craftsmen and Makers in Andalusia during the Almohads Period
(541-668 A.H./ 1146-1269 A.D.)

By: Muhammad Suleiman Muhammad Kuraim

Abstract:

The sector of makers and craftsmen is one of the most important
social classes in the Islamic state. In Andalusia during the Almohads
period (541-668 A.H. / 1146-1269 A.D), the people gave special care
to the crafts and industries. The society also encouraged people to
learn crafts and industries that were inherited among generations .

The craftsmen and makers used to pride their jobs and belonging
to them. The crafts organization is based on a hierarchy in positions
differing between the master (the veteran), the apprentice, and the
learner. Every crafting or industrial sector used to have specific places
in cities' public markets or the outskirts. Almohads supervised these
craftsmen and makers through the Hesba system.

Keywords: Craftsmen, Al-Andalus, Almohads, Crafts, Economy,
Hesba.
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