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Emperor Decius' Persecution of Christians

Samia Gamal Hassan Abdel Mawla
Abstract:

In the Fall of 249 AD or early Winter, shortly after his
accession to the throne, Emperor Decius issued a decree, in which he
required all the inhabitants of the empire to offer sacrifices to the gods
in full view of a committee set up for this purpose, and on specific
days announced by the local authorities in the villages and cities. In
fact, offering sacrifices and carrying out what the emperor wanted was
a problem for the followers of Christianity; they were not prepared to
obey the emperor's orders as the pagans did, and the Christians were
not as privileged as the Jews. There are those who believe that the
emperor did not issue a single decree in this regard, but rather two, the
first directed against the clergymen, and the second more
comprehensive and wide-ranging at the level of the entire empire.

Keywords: Emperor Decius, Religious Persecution, Christians,
Pagans, Roman History, Libelli.
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