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The Impact of Fodder Cultivation on Groundwater Resources in Al
Qassim Region Study in Economic Geography

Awatif Alrasheedi & Dr. Mohammed Aldagheiri

Abstract:

The study addresses the impact of fodder cultivation on
groundwater resources in Al Qassim region. Agriculture is
considered the primary consumer of water in the Kingdom in
general and Qassim region in particular, with the rate of water
consumption in the agricultural sector ranging between 78/ and
907. In Qassim region, agriculture relies on groundwater resources
to satisfy needs. Producing animal feed is considered a water-
consuming sector. The quantities of water used for the production
of alfalfa range between 36000 and 45000 cubic meters per hectare
every season while the quantities for other produce such as Rhodes
grass and maize range between 21000 and 23000 cubic meters per
hectare. The needs in water for the feed produce vary according to
the sowing season. Irrigation time for alfalfa ranges between 1 and
24 hours, for Rhodes grass between 12 and 18 hours, and for maize
between 4 and 20 hours. Clover is irrigated daily in the region’s
farms and the produce of other animal feeds 3 to 4 days weekly.
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