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The Social Construction of the Kuwaiti Family Between

Traditionalism and Modernity: A field study
Dr. Mohammad Muneef Al-Ajmi®

Abstract: This study deals with the issue of social
construction of the Kuwaiti family and what changes
happened to in light of the developments Kuwait has
witnessed that has directly influenced the social structure of
the Kuwaiti family .

It examines the social structure of the Kuwaiti family
between traditionalism and modernism and the changes to
the volume, role, and outlook of the family through a
comparison between parents and children .

The study aims to answer the following main questions:

1-

2-

3-

To what extent has modernism affected family
patterns being an extended or nuclear family¢

To what extent has modernism affected the size of the
Family in Kuwait?

How affected are blood relationship by modernism in
the civil Kuwait family¢

To what extent has modernism affected the roles and
status inside the Kuwait family¢

To what extent has modernism affected marriage in
terms of selection methods and the social circle of
choice as well as the age of marriage?

The study has concluded that:

1-

Modernism is shrinking the existence of the extended

) Assistant Professor, Department of Social Studies, College of Basic

Education, PAAET, State of Kuwait.
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Kuwaiti family and the leading to a prominence of
the nuclear family pattern that sustains strong
relationships among its members. However,
Modernism will not isolate the nuclear family

2- Modernism results in a smaller nuclear family and
rapprochement in the married couples roles with an
increase of the role of the wife and her status among
the Kuwaiti society .

3- Modernism leads to an increase and spread of the
circle of choice for marriage to include colleagues and
neighbors in addition to blood relatives. There is also
an increase in the age of marriage .

The study was conducted on a sample of 400 male and
female participants from all six Kuwaiti governorates, with
half them from the parents generation and the other half
from the children generation. A questionnaire form was the
main method for data collection.

Keywords: social construction, modernism, extended
family, nuclear family .
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