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Methods of employing social media to manipulate
minds and its effect on counterfeiting awareness
among Arab youth: the problem and solutions
Dr. Hazem Muhammad Al-Saleh®

New media represents an opportunity for individuals,
societies and cultures to present themselves to the world,
and social networking sites constitute a window available to
everyone without exception and without restrictions to place
what they want files and pictures, exchange videos, create
blogs, send messages and conduct instant conversations, and
the emergence of these sites has been linked to many social
phenomena. Related to the use of these sites, and perhaps
the most prominent and most dangerous of which is the
employment of these sites to achieve goals in accordance
with special agendas that serve individuals, groups and
institutions working in secret to the events of unrest,
problems and chaos in the Arab region. Among the most
famous communication sites are Twitter - Facebook -
Whatsapp - Instagram Snapchat - MySpace.

This study aims to know the most important methods
used on social media to manipulate the minds of Arab youth
and falsify their awareness, and the study reached several
conclusions, including the necessity of conducting
awareness-raising campaigns involving religious, media,
social and psychology clerics to warn community segments
against the negative use of social media. And its damages,
developing societal cultural awareness and keeping away
from suspicious sites that harm Arab and Islamic security.

° Dr. Hazem Muhammad Al-Saleh, Ph.D. from the Department of Public Relations and
Advertising, Faculty of Mass Communication, Cairo University, is an Iraqi researcher
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And the need for a media education course to be taught in
schools and universities that actively contributes to the
maturation of the enlightening and media thought among
students about the optimal use of social media, how to
receive information, revise and verify it, and arm young
people in a way that ensures their immunization from the
dangers of negative use of social media sites.

key words:
Social media - manipulating minds - falsifying awareness -
the Arab youth
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