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Abstract

This study aims to provide a sociological reading of the social function of
religion in supporting social cohesion. Using Islam as a model for the three
Abrahamic religions, the study attempts to explore the points of contact
between Islam and Structural Functionalism in relation to how they achieve
a high level of social cohesion. The study finds that a starting point for
achieving social cohesion in both religion and structural-function theory is
the basic idea of the significance of the parts in promoting solidarity and
stability; however, religion naturally has historical precedence in this. The
study alsouncovers that religion considers all aspects of social systems and
relations, paving a waythrough which social cohesion could be achieved.It
further reveals that religion takes care of the family structure, socialization,
political power, moral construction, social classes, and legalizerules for
equality and justice.In addition, religion does not neglect the mechanisms

of social control to maintain the behavior of individuals in case they did not
Y'Y



adhere to the rules and laws of society.On the other hand, the theories of
functional structuralists confirm many aspects advocated by religion.Their
main objective was to reform society, making valid contributions, but they
did not reach the perfection of religion, despite their agreement with the
basic rules of religion, and with the need for the parts to serve all.Many of
these scholars agreed with the ways by which religion had achieved social
cohesion in terms of the importance of moral construction, family,
socialization, political power, and social control, but theirpoint of view was
not comprehensive and exaggerated in some respects at the expense of

others.

Key wordsSocial theory, Religious sociology, Social solidarity, Moral
construction,Social control.
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