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Abstract

Cybercrime is deemed to be one of the most prominent and dangerous crimes
that faces all societies of the world, as it surpasses boundaries and continents; this fact
enables the perpetrators of this type of crimes to easily escape the authorities, due to
their ability to disguise and disappear upon committing their crimes.
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With the growing technological developments, the rates of electronic crime of
all kinds surge on daily bases. Simultaneously, the number of victims and the amount
of harm around the world grown greatly, especially among young and youth.

Some social factors facilitate victimization of some young people to the
electronic crime in Saudi society, such as family environment, economic situation,
corrupt friends, level of education, leisure time, curiosity, passion for new experiences
and discovery, and finally, weak religious motivation ... etc.

Therefore, current study aims to identify cybercrime patterns, factors and the
effects of victimization of young; and attempts to answer the question: Which social
factors lead to the victimization of young to such crime? Further, it aims to pinpoint
the social factors of victimization of young, patterns of electronic crimes, particularly
those targeting young people, and finally the consequences and effects of electronic
crimes.

This study adopted case study approach, utilizing the interview and observation,
as well as official statistical data. The fields of study encompass: the spatial domain is
Al-Hofuf, Al-Hasa Governorate, in the Eastern Region; while the human sphere
constitute of a group of young people, ranging in age from 18 to 35, who have fallen
in one way or another as victims of electronic crimes. The time domain: the second
semester of the academic year 1442 AH.

The study chose a deliberate (intentional) sample, consisting of 15 male youths
who fell victim to electronic crimes due to the nature and sensitivity of the subject of
the study.

The results concluded that family conditions, especially family preoccupation
and parental lack of awareness of children's activities on social media sites, along
with the presence of friends, fondness and passion for acquaintance with online sites.
Eventually, all of these circumstances interacted with each other and led to the youth
becoming victims of cybercrime.
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