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Abstract:
An increasing trend is growing towards the Qatt art coinciding with the sponsorship of

the 2030 vision programs for local heritage on one hand, and the empowerment of women on the
other. This study seeks to reveal the social and economic changes experienced by the forms of
working with Qatt and the factors associated with it. It also seeks to identify the role of working
in Qatt in the social and economic empowerment of women in Asir by applying a qualitative
study using in-depth interviews with ten women working in Qatt. By linking the results of the
study with the elements of empowerment, it appears that Qatt as a resource of empowerment has
moved from marginalization to flourish with the Vision 2030. Qatt art motivated women in Asir
to establish their self-employment and art education as well. As for the effectiveness of Qatt,
local and international promotion succeeded in breaking the norms that restrict female artists as
class and gender constraints to become an international art that is accessible to everyone under
the UNESCO World Heritage umbrella. As for the achievements, there is great progress in social
empowerment through honoring artists and their local and international participation, but
economic empowerment still depends on their personal efforts and needs support and legal

protection for their rights.

Key Words:

Sociology of Women, Women Work, Self-Employment, Vision 2030, Women Empowerment,
Qatt art.
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