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Applications of university cooperative education in the faculties
of literature and Social Sciences - the Canadian experience as a model
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Applications of university cooperative education in the faculties of literature and
Social Sciences - the Canadian experience as a model

The study aimed to shed light on the experience of Canadian universities in
cooperative education programs for the disciplines of Arts and Social Sciences, the most
important characteristics of those programs and the mechanisms for their implementation.
The study also sought to highlight the most important benefits and advantages that
students, employers and educational institutions achieve from their participation in
cooperative education programs. Among the most important benefits that students can reap
from engaging in these activities are: improving students’ attitudes towards learning,
acquiring practical experiences and skills, raising their achievement capabilities by linking the
theoretical aspects they receive in the classroom with practical applications in actual
workplaces, identifying the owners of Working and forming professional relationships with
them during training, including the period of cooperative education in the student’s CV as
years of practical experience, receiving a financial return from the training places as an
additional incentive to join these programs. As for employers, the advantages are: improving
the public image of business institutions and highlighting their role in community service,
benefiting from opportunities to employ a young workforce for a few months at a lower cost
than official employees, a way to attract distinguished trainees to work for them officially
after the end of the training period, in addition receiving tax breaks of up to $1,000 to
$3,000 per co-op job. As for the benefits that can be gained for educational institutions to
from cooperative education, they include: strengthening relations with industrial and
commercial institutions, developing curricula that combine theoretical and applied aspects,
identifying the actual problems of work organizations that can be converted into research
studies, as well as helping to adjust educational institutions’ programs to fit the needs of the

labour market.
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