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Abstract.

The aim of this study is to investigate and understand the term “equal evidence”
among grammarians, and to show the strength of its reasoning as a tool in syntactic
judgments. I have found out that the use of this term comes as a result of its use by
earlier scholars just like any other grammatical evidences, such as syllogism, consensus,
and co-occurrence. However, the term “equal evidence” was unwelcomed by the earlier
scholars especially when it comes to issues of belief as it can lead to doubtfulness and
skepticism.

The nature of the research requires showing a short summery of these
evidences, then an attempt to show the conflict and preponderance between them. I have
also clarified the syntactic rules used when we have a set of evidences used for one
single issue whether these were equivalent or contrasted evidences.

In my research, I have implemented an inductive and analytical approach to
deeply analyze and explore this topic. My study shows that some earliest syntacticians
like Sibawih (YA« H), and Al-Akhfash Al-awsat (¥)e H) had used this term without
really naming it. I have also shown that it was Ibn Jeni (¥4¢ H) who was the first
syntactician to refer to this term in his book (Alkhasais "The Characteristics). Further, 1
traced the use of this term and found out that it was used by the two imams, Alamu
Addin Al-Sakhawi (1¢7 H), and Al-Shatabi (V4. H); they both have provided evidence
for syntactic issues which they judge to be equal. I have made their discussion and the
evidence clear throughout my study.
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