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The Role of the Mid-Level Arabic Variation in Supporting Language
Masculinity: A Sociolinguistic R eading of the Saudi Context

Hisham S. Alkadi, PhD

Assistant Professor in Applied Linguistics
Teacher Training Department
Arabic Linguistics Institute
King Saud University
Saudi Arabia, ArRiyadh
Abstract

Arabic language embodies several sociolinguistic features. Given that the
modern standard Arabic (MSA) provides specific gender characteristics, in
which males and females are signaled, Arabic designates a number of attributes
to indicate females such as 'Noon Anniswah' (the noon of females). In theory as
well as in practice, Noon Anniswah' specifies that pronouns and verbs are meant
to denote females. As Arabic is spoken in different social levels, creating a
linguistic phenomenon known as diglossia, this study endeavors to analyze the
language of well-educated Saudi people (males and females). Particularly, it is
interested in the level of Arabic language within urban areas such as greater
Riyadh and Hijaz which comes near to the MSA.
It was hypothesized that 'Noon Anniswah' is gradually disappearing in media,
academic and other contexts. Results of this analytical study confirmed that the
hypothesis is true. Statistically, the linguistic practice of such discourse showed
a quite sharp inclination to abandoning "Noon Anniswah' in general. Whether by
female or male speakers and whether by academics, 'Noon Anniswah' is
disregarded in speech. The present study also showed that male linguistic
features are employed instead of the abandoned female features, which seems a

rather paradoxical sociolinguistic practice.
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