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Orientalism and its Impact on the Contemporary Arabic Intellect:
Dr. Mohammed Abed Al-Jabri as a Model in His Book “An

Introduction to the Quran”

Keywords: Orientalism, Intellect, Contemporary, Quran, Introduction.
Abstract

The research contains a selected definition of orientalism, trying to
explore its countenance and motivations. Then, an overall definition is
given to the British, German, French, and Spanish forms of orientalism
with examples of some orientalist figures. After that, the first part of the
research examined “Quran and orientalism,” with a preface on the
Quran’s profound effect on belief and thought. Followed by a preamble to
the difference between ancient and contemporary orientalism.
Subsequently, an investigation of three topics is introduced. Firstly, the
orientalism and its distrusting of Quran, summarizing the orientalist
methodology and techniques by tackling their efforts in the field of
translation, the ovation of the atypical readings and narration, their
allegation of the Quran’s verses lack of chronological order and the
unsuitability among the Quran verses and chapters, denying the illiteracy
of the prophet Mohammed, and their suspicion of the revelation’s
divinity. Secondly, it shows the efforts of Arabic seculars thinkers and the
influence of orientalists upon them. Thirdly, a comparison study that
explores the second topic, by showing how Arabic thinkers declared the
orientalists’ profound influence on them, in addition to their praising of
orientalists’ efforts. Moreover, the research exposes the adaptation of
orientalists’ allegations by Arabic thinkers, such as the claim that the
Quran is a purely human book. Also, it sheds light on Arab thinkers’
plagiarisms, and how they attribute the stolen texts and ideas to

themselves.

(¥1e)



(it daolr — aglall s S eyl Oty Ao

Furthermore, it discusses how the Arab thinkers apply the western
mechanisms of literary criticism on the Quranic texts. Another example
that demonstrates the impact of orientalism on Arabic thinkers is the
embracing of Quran historicity view, which limits the Quran
appropriateness to the time of revelation, but not in the present-days.
Additionally, their repetition of the idea that the Quran is a fabrication
from the Torah, Gospel, and other texts from previous religions and
civilizations. The second part of the research explores Al-Jabri’s position
on the Quran and the impact of orientalists upon him, along with showing
the reason for his particular importance. It begins with taking a general
look on Al-Jabri’s intellectual project. Then, it presents his position on the
Quran by investigating his book “An Introduction to the Quran,” which
demonstrates the orientalists’ impact on his accounts of the Quran. Also,
it ends with a comparison study to elucidate the orientalism consequence
upon Al-Jabri’s stance of Quran. In the end, the research concluded with
some recommendations, most notably: the importance of studying the
Arabic thinkers’ endeavors which have been influenced by orientalism,
especially their studies about Quran, where Al-Jabri's is one of the most
influential works done in this regard because of his calm tone, yet he
transmits the suspicion following the orientalists style accompanied with
a selective bias research in the Muslim heritage, that intersect with the

orientalist objective.
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