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Evaluation of The Functional Performance Level for
Agricultural Extension Workers in The Southern
Governorates of The Republic of Yemen

Abo Zaid Mohamed Mohamed El —Habbal. Souzan Ibrahim El- Sayed EI -
Sharbatly and Ziad Abdullah Mohammed Hashal
Dept . of Agricultural Economic , Faculty of Agriculture (Saba Basha) Alexandria
University

ABSTRACT: This research aimed mainly at evaluating the functional performance
level of agricultural extension workers in the southern governorates of the Republic of
Yemen. Data were collected using interviews with all the agricultural extension workers
in the southern governorates of the Republic of Yemen, n= 375 agricultural extension
workers and the agricultural supervisors in southern governorates, n= 55 agricultural
supervisors. 348 questionnaires of the agricultural extension workers were completed,
representing 92.8% of the respondents in the research area, as well as, 55
questionnaires of the agricultural supervisors, who supervise agricultural extension
workers, representing 100% of the respondents in order to evaluate the performance of
agricultural extension workers in research area. The data were analyzed using the
following statistical methods: percentage, repetitive tables, mean and standard
deviation to describe and compare agricultural extension workers. Verifying the
research hypotheses required applying Pearson Correlation Coefficient, to study the
correlations among independent variables and the dependent variable and then
evaluate the Stepwise Multiple Regression Analysis for the purpose of examining the
ratios of participation of independent variables in total variation in the dependent
variable. The research results showed the following:

First: some of the personal, social- economic, communicative and managerial
characteristics of respondents; agricultural extension workers:

As for agricultural extension workers ages, the respondent agricultural extension
workers in the group of 23- 50 years and less, represented 92% of the young and
middle aged. In terms of up growing, the results showed that more than two thirds of
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the respondent agricultural extension workers were raised in the rural areas; about
69.8%. The results of scientific qualification showed that agricultural extension workers
with high scientific degree represented 54.9% of the respondent agricultural extension
workers. In regard of field of specialty, the results showed that 88.5% of the
respondents were not specialized in agricultural extension. As for the agricultural
experience, the results showed that the majority of the respondent agricultural
extension workers, about 79.6% of the respondents, had 11 years or more of
agricultural experience, compared to 65.5% of the respondents with experience of 11
years or less. The income results showed that 67.8% of the respondent agricultural
extension workers get payment of less than 40.000 RS. Considering the social position
the results showed that more than half of the respondent agricultural extension workers
in research area; 58.8% had a high social position. As for the multiple order unit, the
results showed that the highest percentage of the respondent agricultural extension
workers were in the groups of medium and high multiple order units as these two
groups were 93.1% of the respondents. The agricultural information sources results
showed that half the respondent agricultural extension workers in research area had
medium level of information acquisition; that is 49.4%, while the respondents of high
and low information sources were 14.7%. The job satisfaction results showed that
majority of respondent agricultural extension workers had medium or low satisfaction
with working in agricultural extension as these groups were 71% of the respondents
compared to 29% of the respondents had high satisfaction with working in agricultural
extension.

Second: agricultural extension workers practice of extension tasks and
activities:

The results showed that agricultural extension workers in research area
undertake extension tasks and activities with low and medium levels; 94% compared to
6% of the respondents practice the extension tasks with high level; that is 6% of the
respondents.

Third: respondent agricultural extension workers' use of extension means and
aids:

The results showed that the vast majority of agricultural extension workers in
research area have low or medium levels of using extension means and aids. The
results showed that these two groups were 83.9% of the respondents compared to
16.1% of respondents with high level of using extension means and aids.

Forth: evaluating agricultural extension workers' performance level as viewed by
the agricultural supervisors:

The agricultural supervisors' evaluation of agricultural extension workers' level of
general and technical tasks performance in research area showed that about two thirds
of the agricultural extension workers in research area; 69.1%, had medium or high
levels of performance of general tasks and activities. The research showed that about
two thirds of the agricultural extension workers in research area; 71%, had medium or
high levels of performance of technical tasks and activities. As for the agricultural
extension workers' level of performance of total tasks, general and technical, the
results showed that about two thirds of the agricultural extension workers in research
area; 67.3%, had medium or low levels of performance of total tasks and activities.
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Fifth: obstacles and problems confronting respondent agricultural extension
workers and their solutions of their point of view:

The results showed that the main obstacles confronting agricultural extension
workers in research area according to the mean were; low financial potentials of the
extension department, the unstructured extension strategy in the ministry, lack of
coordination between extension department. The major solutions of these problems of
the agricultural extension workers' point of view included; providing means of
transportation and communication required for performing extension work, providing
adequate financial resources for performing extension work timely and extension
financial, managerial and technical independence.
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