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Abstract:

The South China Sea is the sphere of influence of Asia-Pacific coun-
tries in the twenty-first century, and its strategic importance is clear as it
1s a major source of tension between China and the countries bordering
on it. It is the largest sea in the world after the five oceans, with an area
of about 3.5 million square kilometers. The western end of the Pacific
Ocean, including the area extending from Singapore to the Taiwan
Strait, Hence, it includes the most important marine areas in the world,
as well as being the shortest route linking the Pacific and Indian Oceans,
with about 3 trillion worth of international trade passing through it every
year, in addition to huge reserves of oil and natural gas estimated be-
tween 23 to 30 One billion tons of oil, and 16 trillion cubic meters of
natural gas, That is why the region is witnessing continuous political
conflicts between China and the sovereign countries in the region, where
there are many countries parties to these disputes, namely China, Bru-
nei, Taiwan, the Philippines, Vietnam and Malaysia.

Therefore, maintaining regional peace and security is one of the main
objectives of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), as it
is considered a model for experiences of regional integration and joint
action among member states, but it faces many political and economic
challenges in settling political conflicts, by searching for joint mecha-
nisms. To support economic cooperation while reserving differences
with other countries, and seeking to strengthen the existing mechanisms
and results of regional cooperation to avoid the domination of the domi-
nant powers in the region for various geopolitical considerations.
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