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India and Egypt:

New Partnership in New Era

Sanjay Bhattacharyya
Ambassador of India to the Arab Republic of Egypt

2017 is a special year for India and Egypt. As India celebrates 70 years
of independence, our two ancient and proud civilizations move forward to
70 years of diplomatic relations. Our civilization links have stood the test
of time and in the modern times we have renewed our contacts with vig-
our. Our leaders have, with their visionary approach, steered our coun-
tries and our regions towards the goals of peace and development. We are
adequately equipped to take advantage of the challenges and opportuni-
ties at the cusp of this new era.

India@70 : Vibrant and Dynamic Democracy

India@70 has, in large measure, overcome the challenges of hunger,
poverty, illiteracy and social inequality that we faced at the time of inde-
pendence. Today, we celebrate the maturity of our democracy, the vision
of our parliament, the independence of our judiciary, the vigor of our civil
society, the vibrancy of our media, the resilience of our institutions and
above all, the spirit of our people. Our extraordinary diversity of lan-
guages, ethnicities and religions has become strength for our people and
our nation. The commitment to tolerance has nurtured an integrated and
energetic India amidst our amazing diversity.

Within the spacious provisions of our Constitution, India has grown
into a beautiful, vibrant and dynamic democracy. With reforms and liber-
alization, India embarked on economic transformation to consolidate the
progress achieved in political and social fields. Growth surged to 7.5%
last year, making us the fastest growing economy in the G-20 group, and
our institutional framework developed. With favorable domestic demand,
demographic dividend, business environment, FDI inflows, scientific tem-
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per and innovations on the one hand, and our abiding cultural ethos of
harmony and pluralism on the other, India’s emergence as a responsible
rising power on the global stage has been confirmed. Our strategic intent
is shaped by our civilization belief in realism, co-existence, cooperation
and partnership. The world today needs India's sustained rise, as much as
India needs the world.

India is emerging as a powerhouse of innovation and efficiency, the
largest provider of affordable generic medicines, a major centre of IT ser-
vices, a hub for manufacturing and a growing overseas investor. New re-
forms and legislation have created a business friendly environment with
simplified procedural and regulatory mechanisms to transform India into
a global manufacturing hub, which contributed to the success of ""Make in
India" campaign. "Skill India" is adding value and ambition to our popu-
lation such that our demographic dividend is powered by educated and
energetic youth with technical, managerial and entrepreneurial skills.
“Digital India” is transforming India into a digitally empowered society
and knowledge economy based on smart cities, while “Start up India” is
providing encouragement to new enterprises and innovation. Indian ad-
vances in space technology are evident in the successful Mars and Lunar
Missions and its reliable and cost-effective satellite launching facilities
provided to many countries. More importantly, space has become rele-
vant to the common man with the extension of education, medicine, agri-
culture and even marketing applications emerging from this new frontier,
to improve livelihood and enhance efficiency.

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, our international engagement
is focused on rebuilding connectivity and rejoining India with our imme-
diate and extended geographies; shaping relationships networked with
India’s economic priorities; making India a human resource power by
connecting our talented youth to global needs and opportunities; building
development partnerships across oceans and continents; creating Indian
narratives on global challenges; helping reconfigure, reinvigorate and re-
build global institutions; and spreading the benefits of India's civilization
legacies. Transformation is not just a domestic focus, it encompasses our
global agenda.
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Egypt: The Mother of Civilizations

Egypt’s geo-strategic location connecting Asia with Africa, large and
intelligent population, strong armed forces, cultural influence and civili-
zation strength makes it a significant factor for regional peace and stabil-
ity in Africa and the Arab world. Egyptians are the voice of moderate Is-
lam and Egypt had always championed the cause of developing countries.

Egypt under President Abdel Fattah Al SISI undertook new reforms
and initiatives towards economic recovery and built new partnerships. In
the regional context, Egypt gained strategic space and voiced new initia-
tives to promote security and development. Egypt has a strong stand in
the fight against terrorism and contributed to several other global causes
in UN and other multilateral bodies.

Our relations with Egypt also have a bearing on our relations with the
rest of the region as West Asia and North Africa (WANA) is now consid-
ered as our neighborhood, it is no longer an extended neighborhood. India
is now more actively engaged in the Gulf, Arab region and Africa. Mil-
lions of Indians work in the region and contribute to regional develop-
ment as well as India’s economy. Our frequent political exchanges and
economic engagement have fostered a strong partnership in the emerging
structures in political-security-economic fields. To add to our historic ties
of exchanges between people and ideas, of trade and commerce and of
language and literature we have continued our cultural and economic en-
gagement to strengthen bonds that make us brothers.

India & Egypt: Old Friends, New Partners

Egypt is an old friend, whom we have known for millennia. Artifacts
from the region have been found in Lothal in the Indus-Saraswati valley
civilization and there are records of our exchanges with Egypt in the
Ashokan rock edicts. The close bonds of friendship between the great po-
ets Tagore and Ahmed Shawki, the meeting of minds between Mahatma
Gandhi and Saad Zaghlul and the legendary friendship between Nehru
and Nasser are testimony to the shared values and interests of the two an-
cient civilizations and peoples.
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India@70 seeks a stronger partnership with Egypt to address the op-
portunities and challenges of the new era on the basis of collaboration in
three pillars — political-security cooperation, economic and scientific en-
gagement and cultural and people-to-people exchanges.

The growth in relations between India and Egypt reached an inflexion
point in 2016 with the landmark State Visit of President Abdel Fattah Al
SISI to India in September 2016. The visit came after two significant
meetings between Prime Minister Modi and President Sisi in New York
in September 2015 and in New Delhi in October 2015 as well as the
pathbreaking visit of External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj to Cairo
in August 2015. President Sisi was accorded a warm ceremonial reception
at Rashtrapathi Bhavan and visited the memorial of Mahatma Gandhi.
President Pranab Mukherjee held talks with him and hosted a State Ban-
quet in his honor. Prime Minister Narendra Modi held extensive bilateral
talks with him and the two leaders issued an epochal Joint Statement that
outlined our shared objectives and defined the architecture for our New
Partnership in the New Era.

There is new momentum in strengthening of relations in diverse fields.
Strong political understanding and commitment to implementation on the
three pillars of our relations has enhanced cooperation on bilateral and
regional agenda. The growth of radicalization leading to violence and
spread of terror pose a real security threat not just to our two countries
but also to nations and communities across regions. We have stepped up
security cooperation to combat terrorism and fight radicalism and ex-
tremism as a priority for peace and development in our regions and glob-
ally. We are also confronting the new challenges of cyber security and
transnational crimes such as drug trafficking, money-laundering and oth-
ers. Deepening our defence exchanges is another priority with focus on
high level exchanges, training, capacity building, R&D and defence trade
and production.

Building partnerships is central to our engagement with Egypt. Indian
investments in Egypt have grown rapidly to cross US$3 billion. India has
over 50 enterprises in Egypt, mostly engaged in manufacturing, which
provide employment to almost 35,000 Egyptians. Indian investors bring
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with them the best of technology, management practices and export po-
tential. With new investments flowing in and old investors expanding
their operations in recent years in Egypt, Indian corporate sector remains
optimistic about the long-term potential of the Egyptian market and look
forward to a transparent and predictable regulatory and business envi-
ronment for win-win outcomes. We are also engaged in collaborative pro-
jects in space, technology, education, medicine, I'T and other sectors in the
frontiers of science.

India’s trade with Egypt, which reached a peak of US$ 5.5 billion in
2012-13, declined to USS$ 3.6 billion in 2015-16, mainly due to decline in
oil prices, foreign exchange shortage and import restrictions. India is the
ninth largest trading partner of Egypt with India’s imports from Egypt at
USS 1.2 billion and exports to Egypt at USS$ 2.4 billion. The first G-G
agreement in recent times for supply of 20,000 tons of rice at friendship
price opens up new horizons and opportunities for trade. There is great
potential to significantly enhance trade volumes through diversification of
products and adjustments in the trade regime. Similarly, there is great
potential for project exports to Egypt, financed by liberal lines of credit.

India, a developing country, believes in sharing her experiences with
other partners. We commissioned two new development projects in 2016 -
a solar electrification project in Agaween village, Matrouh governorate
and a Vocational Training Centre for textiles in Cairo. The ongoing Pan-
Africa project at Alexandria University for tele-medicine and tele-
education has been in operation for several years. The Centre of Excel-
lence in Information Technology will be established at Al Azhar Univer-
sity, starting 2017. These projects not only showcase the technological ad-
vances made in India but also enhance the empowerment level of the tar-
geted population and enable them to contribute more significantly to their
country. The first Indian Chair, in the Arab region, was established in
Ain Shams University with a Professor of Biotechnology in 2016. Indian
Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) fellowships, which provide
short term training in IT, finance, media, agriculture, rural development,
water resources, etc., have been increased from 40 in 2015 to 200 in 2017.

Our cultural bonds provide a strong foundation for our growing rela-
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tions and enjoy grassroots support. In recent years, we have realized new
forms of collaboration and youth participation. Over 10,000 schoolchil-
dren across Egypt participated in the Glimpses of India painting competi-
tion last year, children from primary schools visit our Culture Centre
every fortnight and we reach out to major universities in Egypt. Yoga has
gained in popularity and schools have mushroomed across the country.
The India by the Nile cultural festival, dubbed the largest foreign festival
in Egypt, has reached its fifth successful year creating new platforms for
sustainable partnerships and exchanges in cultural and social spheres.
The newly launched Tagore Festival and Gandhi Jayanti, MACIC
Roundtable and Film Club have reached out to new audiences facilitating
greater people-to-people contacts and cultural exchanges with different
States of India. The Maulana Azad Centre for Indian Culture (MACIC)
organizes Hindi, Urdu, Yoga and dance classes as well as outreach events
in school and colleges in different Governorates. Indian culture has made
major inroads in Egyptian society, not only through Bollywood and TV
serials, but also through the spread of Yoga and meditation, Indian cui-
sine and even Indian festivals such as Holi.

The sky is the limit for the future of India-Egypt relations. High-level
exchanges, business partnership and cultural contacts will update each
side of the far-reaching changes taking place in our respective countries
and in realizing the full potential of our bilateral partnership. As we ob-
serve 70 years of the establishment of diplomatic relations between our
countries, we shall explore new horizons in our New Partnership in the
New Era, fulfilling the vision of the leaders and the aspirations of the peo-
ples.
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