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Symbolic Implications of Mounting Bull's back in Levant

and Anatolian Art from the Second Millennium to the

Middle of the first Millennium BC

Abstract:

The Levant and Anatolian art is rich in many artistic
sources that embody figures standing on the back of a
bull; which is a strange situation compared to the normal
position to ride the animal. These Figures have been
numerous, and the ways of their representation have
varied, which has resulted in their multiplicity of
symbolic implications. The research aims to clarify the
symbolic implications of standing on the back of the bull
in the arts of the civilization of the Levant (Greater Syria,
which includes both the Syrian kingdoms and the cities
of the Phoenician coast and Palestine) and the
neighboring region of Anatolia (Asia Minor), which
overlapped with it politically and culturally. With regard
to the time period in which the research revolves, it is
from the second millennium to the middle of the first
millennium BC, or in other words, during the Middle
Bronze Age (2000-1550 BC), the Late Bronze Age
(1550-1200 BC) and the First and Second Iron Age
(1200-550 BC). The research was divided into two main
axes: the first deals with the implications of standing on
the back of the bull during the second millennium BC,
and the second deals with the implications of standing on
the back of the bull during the first half of the first
millennium BC.

Keywords: mounting bull back, Levantine and Anatolian
Art, Symbolic Implications.
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(2016), 387.
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(ed.), A History of the Animal World in the Ancient Near East, Leiden, Brill, 2001,
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* Van Dijk, The Motif of the Bull, 87.
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Verlag, 1987, 53.
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49, No. 1/2 (1999): 53-54; Lewis, The Origin and Character, 319-20; fig. 712;
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Y. et als. (eds.), Essay on Ancient Israel in its Near Eastern Context: A Tribute to
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444; fig. 2 d; Niehr, H., "Religion", in: Niehr H. (ed.), The Aramaeans in Ancient
Syria, Leiden.Boston: Brill, 2014, 129.

%" Leeming, D., The Oxford Companion to World Mythology, Oxford: University
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VoY (Al aal jsay e Bise (il ¢ SLAD
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™ Novak, M., "Arameans and Luwians - Processes of an Acculturation”, in: Van
Soldt, W. H. et als. (eds.), Ethnicity in Ancient Mesopotamia, Leiden, 2005, 256.
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Archaeology of the Ancient Near East, Volume 1, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag,
2010, 570.
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"ﬁ,gzg "3 rf

A JSE llpall Jia ol L (IS

@ ﬂ
%
A (v 95
)@_Lu_\;m\jmdaj\m“)bmw:?n e e Al e 53y 158
DLy
Ziffer, 1., "Moon],cilga;n, Womb, Mercy, Teissier, B., Egyptian Iconography, fig. 40.
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Winter, U., Frau und Géttin, abb. 177. Leinwand, W., "Regional Characteristics", fig. 16.
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Schroer, S., Die Ikonographie, no. 1612. Van Dijk, R. M., The Motif of the Bull, fig. 32.
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Thureau-Dangin & Dunand, Til-Barsib,
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Bunnens, G., "The Storm-God ..", fig. 1 A.
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Kulakoglu, "Late Hittite Sculptures”,pl. 1. Hawkins, J. D., Corpus of Hieroglyphic, pl. 43.
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Schroer, S., Die Ikonographie, no. 1857. Dincol B. et als., "Two New Inscribed..", figs. 8.
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Muscarella, O. W., "Bronze and Iron", fig. 577.
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