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Abstract 

     This thesis which is entitled "When The Subaltern Speaks: 

Race and Gender in Selected Works by Zadie Smith and 

Leila Aboulela" tackles the notion of the subaltern in the 

contemporary British novel and attempts a comparison 

between various forms of subalterns. It deals with various 

cultural theorists who speak about the limits within which the 

subaltern woman writer is allowed to speak. It is within this 

perspective that selected works by the black British novelist 

Zadie Smith and the Sudanese Muslim novelist Leila 

Aboulela are considered. The two novelists are deemed two 

case studies because they are clear examples of subaltern 

women who are able to speak or to make their voices heard 

in the contemporary literary scene in Britain. More important 

is that their contributions are placed within the context of the 

transformations taking place in British culture and society 

today. 

     Both Smith and Aboulela share the experience of being 

black and not belonging to the centre. They both live in 

England and write in English. Despite coming from different 
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backgrounds, they both share the optimistic attitude in 

relation to coexistence and tolerance. The subalternity of 

their characters is set against the background of race and/or 

gender. However, the considerable advancement in the status 

of women makes the question of gender subsumed to the 

question of race. That is why in Smith and Aboulela's novels, 

women are no longer the oppressed or the victimized gender. 

The female characters are deemed subalterns just like their 

male counterparts. 

 

     Smith and Aboulela are among the subaltern writers who 

stand centre stage without the risk of being marginalized. 

They belong to the new generation of English writers whose 

narratives represent a new form of fiction capable of 

responding to a world of changing values. If Smith and 

Aboulela have been able to speak, each using her own 

distinguished voice to express her message, they have also 

managed to give their subaltern characters a voice with 

which they can speak and challenge the previous silencing 

and denial.  

     The thesis is divided into three chapters with an 

introduction and a conclusion. Chapter One which is entitled 

"The Unique Specificity of Double-Otherness" provides the 

theoretical framework of the study. In analyzing the notion of 

the subaltern, the chapter tackles the postcolonial theory 

clearly manifested in the novels and underlines the 

connection between race and gender. It sheds light on the 

different categories of subalterns and discusses the various 

opinions of cultural theorists, among whom are Spivak and 
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Bhabha, who stress the limits within which the subaltern is 

allowed to speak. Their diverse manifestations of subalternity 

and relevant concepts such as mimicry, hybridity, 

neocolonialism and the representation of the ex-colonized 

help in establishing the context within which the analyses of 

the novels are framed. 

     Chapter Two which is entitled "Zadie Smith: A Literary 

Representative of a New Britain" is a study of the black 

British novelist Zadie Smith who belongs to the category of 

the British-born writers from other ethnic backgrounds. 

Smith's selected novels, White Teeth and On Beauty, depict a 

new cultural model which is unrelated to previous 

confrontational models of multiethnic London. The two 

novels attempt to bridge the gaps between races, cultures and 

religions through the fusion of all of them in one pot. In her 

novels, Smith employs cultural differences and clashes to 

arrive at acceptance and tolerance. She presents racism as 

nonsense and treats it comically. The theme of the 

immigrant's attitude to home is also addressed, and the 

legacy of dislocation and belonging is highlighted. Smith 

stresses the inescapability of history and the role played by 

roots and origins. Difficulties of familial relationships are 

represented through generational as well as gender conflict. 

     Chapter Three which is entitled "Muslim Immigrant 

Writing: Leila Aboulela as a Case Study" is a study of the 

Sudanese Muslim novelist Leila Aboulela. Living in England 

and writing in English, Aboulela writes a fiction that is 

motivated by a sense of geographical and cultural 

displacement. Aboulela's selected novels, The Translator and 
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Minaret, embody the conflict between East and West and 

focus on the possibility of achieving a meaningful 

relationship between both of them. The two novels offer a 

different portrayal of Muslim women in London who seek 

emotional comfort in their growing religious identity. Their 

success is conditioned by their ability to coexist with others 

without losing their Islamic identity. In her novels, Aboulela 

treats racism lightly as if it does not exist to alleviate the 

bitterness of the "us" versus "them" legacy. She also 

delineates multicultural London highlighting the coexistence 

of tradition and modernity. The question of home and exile is 

raised – whether home is a geographical or an emotional 

entity where one feels a sense of belonging. Gender relations 

and generational conflicts are also foregrounded. 

 

     In short, this thesis argues that the subaltern can speak and 

postulates that Spivak's insistence on the speechlessness of 

the subaltern is by no means a final say. Subaltern writers as 

well as subaltern characters have gained a status that they had 

been previously denied. Silenced migrants and minorities 

have acquired the power of speech and have developed the 

capability of transformation. 
Keywords: Postcolonialism - Multiculturalism - Racial 

discrimination - Gender discrimination - Subalternity 

and minority. 
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 مستخلص
أعءتا   فتلهذه الرسالة وعنوانها: "عندما يتكلم  الكتا: : اتنكءتال اليروتل وال ن تل 

" تكنتاو   Leila Aboulelaوليمت  اوتوالي   Zadie Smithمخكارة لزادى سءيث 
الروايتتة اليرانان تتة الءيامتترة متت  منارنتتة اتنءتتام الءخكمفتتة مءتت   فتتلمفهتتوا الكتتا:  

النظراتتتال الفنا  تتتة  واضتتتيلاليديتتتد متتت  يننيتتتل عمتتتيه  هتتتذا الءفهتتتوا   ءتتتا تكنتتتاو  
التتذي  تثتتدعوا عتت  اللاتتتتال الكا:يتتال والء تتالة الء تتءولة لهتت  لمكيييتتر وفتت  هتتذا 
الإطار يك  تناو  أعءا  مخكارة للل مت  اللاتتتة الرواة تة اليرانان تة ال تءرال  ادى 

 Leilaواللاتتة الرواة تة ال تودان ة الء تمءة ليمت  اوتوالي   Zadie Smithسءيث 
Aboulela  الءشتتتهد  فتتتلفنتتد استتتكناعم  تتل متتت  اللتتتاتيكي  الكيييتتر عتتت  أنف تتهءا

 فتتتلورانان تتتا ووضتتت  نكالأهءتتتا اتدوتتتل فتتتل مطتتتار الكثتتتوتل الء تتتكءرة  فتتتل اتدوتتتل
وليمت   Zadie Smith  تكشتار   تل مت   ادى ستءيث اليرانانل الفنافلالء كء  
 فتتلييشتت   ال تتتل منهءتتا متت  اللاتتتتال الكا:يتتال  فتتل Leila Aboulelaاوتتوالي  

ان مكرا واككي  :المغة اتن ميزاة  وبالرغ  م  انكءاةهءا لخمف ال عنا  ة مخكمفتة مت 
منهءا لديهءا نفس الكفاؤ    ءا يكيمل :الندرة عم  الكيايش والك امح  وبتالرغ  مت  

رواياتهءتتا تيتتانل متت  الكت  تتة  فتتلأن الءفكتترأ أن الشخاتت ال الن تتاة ة الءولأتتودة 
وضتتت  الءتتترأة ي يتتتل الكر يتتتز  فتتتلوالنتتتولا مت أن الكنتتتدا الءمثتتتو   : تتتيل اليناتتتر

 تيتانلالروايتال ت  فتلينال فنط عم  الينار ولهذا فإن الشخات ال الن تاة ة 
تكمناهتتا الشخاتت ال  الكتتلمتت  الكهءتت ش : تتيل النتتولا وقنءتتا تكمنتت  نفتتس الءيال تتة 

 الذ وراة 
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سءيث   م   ادى  اووالي     Zadie Smithمن       Leila Aboulelaوليم  
وكغير   يكءيز  عال   ع   أعءاله   تيير  الذي   اللكاب  م   لأديد  لأيل  مل   ينكء ان 
الرواة ة   أعنوا شخا اته   فند  :اللكا:ة  الكييير  اللاتيكان  اسكناعم  و ءا  ق ءه  

عانوا منه طوا    ءا    الذييخالف الاءم والكهء ش    الذيالندرة عم  الكييير  
 مض  

 
 :ع عة فاو  ومندمة وخاتءة تنن   الرسالة ال  

الفال اتو  وعنوانه: "الخاوم ة الفرادة ت دوالأ ة مفهوا الآخر" ينتدا الإطتار 
النظتتري لمدراستتة    نتتوا وكثميتتل مفهتتوا الكتتا:  ونظراتتة متتا :يتتد اتستتكيءار الءنتنتتة 
عمتت  الروايتتال  ءتتا يمنتت  الضتتول عمتت  الي وتتة وتتي  اليناتتر والنتتولا واثمتتل الآرال 

 Bhabhaوبا:تتا  Spivakاضتتيل النظراتتال الفنا  تتة متت  أمفتتا  ستتي ف  الننديتتة لو 
فالكناو  الءكنولا لءفهوا الكت  ة وبيض الءفاه   الءكيمنة :ته مفتل الكه تي  الفنتافل 

 واتسكيءار ال ديد يثدد ال  اق الذي يك  تثميل الروايال فل مطاره 
متتتة اتدو تتتة : ألتتتد اتمفZadie Smithوعنوانتتته: "  ادى ستتتءيث  الفتتتانلالفاتتتل 

الكتل  Zadie Smithليرانان ا ال ديدة " ييد دراستة لملاتتتة الرواة تة  ادى ستءيث 
ورانان تتتتا متتت  لأتتتتذور عرق تتتة أختتتترى  وتيكيتتتتر  فتتتلتنكءتتتل ملتتتت  اللكتتتاب الءولتتتتودي  

عت   On Beautyو  White Teethوهءتا:  Smithاتعءتا  الءخكتارة ل تءيث 
نءوذج عنافل لأديد ت ينكءت  ملت  النءتاذج ال تا:نة الءمياتة :الءوالأهتال   ءتا يكيمتل 
:الكيدديتتة اليرق تتة فتتل لنتتدن  ءتتا تنتتوا :ييتتور الف تتوال اليناتتراة والفنا  تتة والدين تتة 

وكوظ تتتتت   Smithعتتتتت  طراتتتتتل متتتتتزج ال ء تتتتت  فتتتتتل ووتنتتتتتة والتتتتتدة  وتنتتتتتوا ستتتتتءيث 
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الكيايش والك امح  ءتا تكنتاو  الكءييتز اتخك فال الفنا  ة والاراعال وموت ال  
:نرانتتة ستتاخرة وتكنتتاو  مفهتتوا التتوط  واتنكءتتال ودور الكتتارا  وال تتذور  اليناتتري 

وتير  الخ فال الياةم ة مت  خت   متراعال اتلأ تا  الءخكمفتة ومتراعال الرلأتل 
 والءرأة 

والي  الفال الفالث وعنوانه: "ككا:تال الء تمءي  الءهتالأرا : دراستة لالتة لميمت  اوت
Leila Aboulela   ييد دراسة لملاتتتة الرواة تة ليمت  اوتوالي "Leila Aboulela 

تييتتر عتت  اليزلتتة ال غرا  تتة  وبالكتتالل :الإن ميزاتتةان مكتترا وتلكتتل  فتتلت تت ش  الكتتل
 Theوهءا:   Leila Aboulelaوالفنا  ة  تاور اتعءا  الءخكارة لميم  اووالي   

Translator  وMinaret الشتتترق والغتتترب وقمكان تتتة تثنيتتتل الوفتتتاق الاتتترالا وتتتي  
تمتتتتوذ :ءم تتتت  التتتتدي   الكتتتتلوينهءتتتا فكنتتتتدا الروايتتتتال ت  تتتتيد مخكمتتتتف لمءتتتترأة الء تتتتمءة 

الكيايش م  الآخر الكفاظها وهواكها الإست م ة وتكنتاو  ليمت    فلواشكرم لندرتها  
: ستتموب الك اهتتل  ءتتا لتتو  تتان ت  اليناتتري الكءييتتز  Leila Aboulelaاوتتوالي  

لندن  فلله لكخف   لدة الكوتر وي  اتنا والآخر  وتاور الكيددية الفنا  ة   ولأود 
:ءنظتتور اي تتاول ير تتز عمتت  الكنتتاغ  وتتي  الكنميتتد والثداعتتة  ءتتا تمنتت  الضتتول عمتت  

 مفهوا الوط  والءنف  ومراعال اتلأ ا  واتنوالا 
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  Spivakوأخيرا فإن هذه الدراسة تناوش ممكان ة أن يكلم  الكا:  وتيارأ سي ف   
الكا:يي     الكل اللكاب  عم   الضول  وتمن   الكا:   يكلم   أن  اسكثالة  تؤ د 

فاتوم ال   ويل  م   له   مكالة  تل   ل   مكانة  اكك يوا  الذي   الكا:ية  والشخا ال 
ا طوا   ووكا  الاءم  عميه   فرأ  الذي   عم   والءهالأرا   الكغمل  سكناعوا 

 مءكه  والكييير ع  أنف ه   
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