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""Mechanisms of Bias and Discrimination in Presenting
the Image of Women in Journalistic Content on
Accidents and Crime: Frames for Building and Modeling
the Dual Good and Evil from the Perspective of Human
Rights Culture".

Prof.Dr. Hisham Attia Abdel Magsoud

Abstract:

The study is concerned with analyzing the indicators of the
presence of the attributes and roles of women to reveal the
levels of discrimination and the mechanisms of building
biases in the apparent and implicit content of texts and media
discourses, specifically the journalist concerned with
covering accidents and crime, depending on the theoretical
framework of cultural analysis and in the context of the
contemporary human rights system.

The research problem was identified in analyzing the
features of presenting the image and roles of women as
presented by accident and crime stories, and by monitoring
and analyzing the various roles and attributes that constitute
the entirety of her image within the narration of crime stories,
while extracting the nature of the frameworks that are
employed in the narration to build her presented image and
its relationship to the human rights culture system.

The study relies on tools for analyzing the press discourse,
which stems from the fact that the journalistic content subject
to monitoring and analysis forms in its entirety a discourse
with a structure and functions that is shaped by a specific
social reality, and the study employs actors analysis tool to
characteristics and roles presented by women, and a tool for
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content analysis in terms of monitoring and analyzing the
guantitative dimensions of the description of crime areas, the
type of central actors within them, and the discrimination
indicators contained therein.

The results show an expansion in presenting a one-
dimensional, reductive image of women, and it intends to
present absolute characteristics by publishing and presenting
crime stories by focusing on the attractive and unfamiliar
details that give the coverage its exciting character, while
seeking to condemn her directly through the roles and
characteristics attributed to her in the coverage. Or through a
pattern of employing the statements of the sources, which in
turn are presented in this condemnation.

The trend towards presenting the roles and conditions of
women within a negative traditional culture, by focusing on
recalling popular sayings about the role of protectors, for
example. Also, roles for women are presented that focus on
the feminine appearance and do not concern the mind, social
role, profession and public work tasks, by presenting women
in stories published through linguistic units’ function like the
expressions for "his glamorous bride" and also “gorgeous
girl”.

In addition, through a number of models, the professions
in which women work are emptied of their constituents and
connotations, as they are serious and honorable work and
strive to present this work as being responsible for the
incidents of harassment to which they are exposed, as well as
ridicule of some professions in which women began to work.
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Presenting women's actions and crimes as unjustified and
that they are an expression of a feminine instinct that has no
objective reason, for example, a woman’s prowess to commit
suicide are covered as if it were an unjustified event, as a
result of the absence of the analytical and investigative
dimension that makes the behaviors of the woman presented
in this coverage without a logical explanation. The man is
totally relied upon to testify and condemn the woman.

There is a focus on assigning responsibility for the
majority of the crimes covered by the woman, whether this is
done directly, such as if the woman is accused according to
the investigations or by providing coverage for her as
implicitly responsible and motivating its occurrence even if
she is not the perpetrator. And the frameworks that hold the
man responsible for crimes as a perpetrator came in next
rank, while responsibility frameworks that focus on societal
factors related to the social and economic context came in the
last place, which is the dedication of a pattern that deals with
crime with a vision that reduces it to perpetrators and victims
outside of the various broader contexts of the occurrence of
the crime.
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