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Al-Hallaj’s Poetry Between the Sufi
Viewpoint and the Poetic Discourse
Prof.Dr. Anas Attia Al-Feki

Abstract

This study aims at probing the depths of the Sufi
viewpoint through tackling the poetic discourse in the
poetry of Al-Hussein Bin Mansour Al-Hallaj; the great Sufi
poet who represents the pioneer generation of Sufism; the
Sufism of the third and fourth centuries AH, who was
killed as a victim of his own beliefs and who sparked a
heated debate in the east and the west.

Indeed, the nature of Al-Hallaj’s poetry is the reason of
choosing the title of the research because his poetry in
general does not go beyond three aspects:

First aspect: Putting forth the theoretical viewpoint
through an accompanying emotional experience

Second aspect: Putting forth the theoretical viewpoint
directly where the poet’s spirit totally or almost disappears

Third aspect: Describing his emotional state without
deliberately proposing a specific viewpoint; this aspect
incorporates the poetry of divine love together with the
associated states.

Hence, the research is divided into three parts:

Part one tackles the theoretical viewpoint in Al-
Hallaj’s poetry which constitutes the larger portion of his
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poetry and deals with the abovementioned first and second
aspects. It is the poetry that encompasses Al-Hallaj’s
theoretical viewpoint and ideas that he wants to propagate
and deliver to people. These ideas or viewpoint are no more
than the Sufi conception of life and the universe whose
most outstanding issues will be tackled in Al-Hallaj’s
poetry such as his attitude to Islamic Law (“sharia’”), his
view of man’s soul and body, unity of religions, the
inevitability of fate and the necessity of submitting to one’s
destiny, the mind’s confusion, the issue of knowledge and
science, and company on the path of mysticism. This part
tackles two points related to this viewpoint namely; Al-
Hallaj’s deviations and puzzling poetical compositions.

Part Two deals with the third aspect; the Sufi
emotional poetry that he composed as an expression of his
Sufi state; love, yearning, unity, and communication, or of
complaint, pain, and sadness. That is to say it is the poetry
that reflects his pure Sufi experience without any intention
to propose a viewpoint, clarify an idea, or propagandize a
specific theoretical thought.

Part Three deals with the stylistic features of Al-
Hallaj’s poetry in general; the music, the poetic lexicon, the
structures, and the art imagery. This helps in forming a
comprehensive picture of this leading Sufi poetic
production.

Finally, it is important to point out that Al-Hallaj’s
poetry is often mentioned in the context of prosaic texts
that constitute an intellectual framework serving as a guide
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to our understanding of the poetry. That is why it is
appropriate to use some of these prosaic texts in the
discussion of the related stanzas.

The research results can be summed up in the
following:

- Al-Hallaj’s Sufi poetry represents the early Sufi
poetic experience in the Arab heritage; that is to say it
hasn’t reached, in general, the state of artistic maturity. In
addition, some of the stanzas appear in improvised
situations like those mentioned in the prosaic texts. Hence,
the artistic employment of the Sufi symbol is not
excessively present in his poetry unlike the subsequent
great Sufi poets like Ibn Al-Farid, Ibn Arabi, among others.
Perhaps the unsuccessful employment of the Sufi symbol
was the reason behind his deviations that shocked the
sharia’ scholars.

- Al-Hallaj’s poetry is dominated by the intellectual
theoretical aspect which affects the style of poetic
discourse; so that in many of his stanzas, he seems to be
explaining a theory or clarifying an idea.

- Al-Hallaj’s theoretical viewpoint is the basic premise
of his poetry in general and is represented through his
superior view of man who encompasses within him the
secret of servitude and divinity since he possesses, in the
eyes of the poet, a boundless will that can lead him to
absolute reality. Al-Hallaj’s theoretical viewpoint is also
represented through his untraditional perspective of Islamic
law (sharia’) which combines respect and an expanded
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understanding of its reality. In his poetry, Al-Hallaj
expressed this expanded understanding which was
unacceptable to common people as well as to some sharia’
scholars. Hence came the deviations, the accusation, and
the murder.

- Despite the domination of the theoretical aspect in
Al-Hallaj’s poetry in general, in some of his poems and
stanzas he expresses his pure Sufi experience, specifically
that related to divine love and the associated emotional
meanings.

- Music is carefully treated in Al-Hallaj’s poetry so
that most of the rhymes are rhythmic which is appropriate
to singing and chanting. This helped in making his poetry
popular among people.

- Repetition is an outstanding feature in Al-Hallaj’s
poetry. The research reveals that the Sufi experience; in
both the theoretical and emotional aspects, is directly
responsible for this feature.

- Al-Hallaj’s preference of short stanzas and couplets
leads us to say that he was influenced with a type of
Persian poetry called the “Dubet” or two-line stanzas
although he didn’t use the same meter. He rather composed
these couplets using the well-known Arabic metrical
patterns. However, he was considered to be superficially
influenced with the general framework. It is worth noting
that this influence developed in subsequent ages where
these couplets were composed by poets using the Arabic
language and the Persian meter.
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- In his poetry, Al-Hallaj is keen on addressing the
tastes of common people which is evident in using some
everyday phrases, catchy expressions, and sometimes the
riddles made up by employing the alphabet.

- In Al-Hallaj’s poetry, art imagery plays a remarkable
role in rendering the poetic message. Although his Sufi
poetry in general, as mentioned before, has not reached the
state of artistic maturity, his manipulation of imagery is
sometimes so refined that his images are used as perfect
rhetoric citations that work as proverbs or wise sayings
such as his famous saying:

He was thrown into the sea tied up and ordered

Never to get wet with water

- - Finally, the dearth of what we have received from
Al-Hallaj's poetry, and the conflict that exists about the
poetry attributed to him and others in the books of
translations, prompts the researcher to recommend
intensifying research and reviewing this poetry (attributed
to him and others), and trying to verify it to view the
picture in full and get the full benefit.
keywords: Al-Hallaj - Al-Hallaj's poetry - Al-Hallaj’s
deviations — Al-Hallaj's puzzling poetical compositions -
Sufi poetry.
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