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Origin of the word between Biliteralism and Triliteralism
An Analytical Statistical Study in the Arabic Dictionary
(The “Hamza” Section as a Model)

Prof. Islam Mohammad Abdelsalam

Abstract

Linguists were concerned with the issue of words’
biliteralism and triliteralism. It was stated in the Dictionary
of Language Standards that triliteral words have a biliteral
origin; for example in “( 18)”, the “ q-aaf” and the “t-aa” are
a true root that denotes “cutting quickly” so that “to pick
—a ki “to cut adad, “to bite off ki, “to cut off Ji“ all
involve the meaning of cutting.

On the other hand, criticizing biliteralism, Dr
Abdelsabbour Shahin says: “The correctness of biliteralism
in some verbs is a nonuniform correctness that cannot be
traced in all Arabic verbs”.

Indeed, it is found that biliteralism does not agree with a
large number of Arabic roots whose triliteral words indicate
meanings different from their biliteral origin. Thus, it is
applicable to some words though not to most words in the
dictionary section.

Therefore, the meanings in the “q-aaf” and the “t-aa”
section do not all have the same indication of “cutting aadl”
as claimed by the advocates of biliteralism; for example, “to
inhabit (k& indicates settlement, “to toddle k8 indicates
walking slowly, “to gather —«=8" indicates drawing things
together, “country =8 indicates a region, “diagonals JUa3¥1”
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indicate sides and consecutiveness, that definitely reveal a
great difference.

After studying the “Hamza” section, it is inferred that the
indication of 127 out of 209 of the entries (60.8%) is not
related to the biliteral origin while only 82 out of 209 of the
entries (39.2%) have a biliteral origin.

This percentage hints that though some Arabic roots have
biliteral origins, it cannot be theorized because most of the
Arabic triliteral words do not incorporate two letters with one
general meaning.

Keywords: Biliteralism — Triliteralism — Etymology -
Hamza - Dictionary.
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