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The Right to Life and Human Dignity... an

Islamic Vision
Prof. Dr. Abdel-Hamid Abdel-Moneim Madkour

Abstract:

True Islam came to speak to and about human beings as
a human being, prescribing general rights that transcend
sectarianism, racism, and confessionalism. These rights
were established in this general and comprehensiveness in
the two main sources of Islam, namely the Noble Qur’an
and the noble Prophet’s Sunnah. Then the civilization of
Islam came to be a witness to the practical application of
these rights before the contemporaries talk about these
rights or advocate for them, and this research was followed
from the founding texts, and from the facts supporting what
these texts called for, what clarified this vision.

This vision is based on two aspects: the right to life
and the right to human dignity.

The right to life is represented in three departments: The
Ownership Department, the Department of Prevention,
Preservation and Prohibition and related legislation, then
the Department of Licenses, the first circuit is the origin,
and the other two are built upon and returned to it.

It should be noted that Islam does not differentiate
between selves here because of religions. The soul is
inviolable, just as it had - before - its right to human
dignity.
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As for the right to human dignity in the Islamic vision:
the human being - as a human being - has a share of honor
and dignity, which is not correct to be stripped or aggressed
except because of a legitimate cause such as harm or
Killing, and the like, which undermines his rights and
dignity according to the aggression that occurs. Likewise,
the human being or the human species has a central
position in this existence.

There is another type of dignity that can be called
"special dignity," and this dignity is not attained by all
human beings. Rather, it is specific to a special group of
people, who are believers in God Almighty, who
acknowledge His oneness, and who strive hard to obey
Him.

The research has shown the multiplicity of aspects of
honor in Islamic texts, including: the direct declaration of
honoring Adam and his sons, and that God taught him all
the names, and gave him the keys to the ability to know
them, name them, harness them, and conceal their secrets.

Moreover, this honor was not specific to Muslims alone,
but extended to include the People of the Book from the
Jews and Christians, and the matter was not limited to
preserving the dignity of the People of the Book, but rather
it extended to other people who did not have a fortune or a
similar share of their relationship to the divine religion, and
this applies on the polytheists and their ilk.
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The research drew attention in this context to two

Important observations:
The first is: that the human being - in this Islamic vision -
comes into existence and has the power to do both good
and evil. And the second: is that this supreme position that
God Almighty has placed for man in existence does not
give him absolute sovereignty over this existence, he acts
in it as he pleases, according to his whims, without
commitment to restrictions or conditions. Rather, it is
sovereignty conditional on a true religion that connects him
with God, and slavery disciplined by fair values and benefit
for himself and others.

The aforementioned call for self-respect also entails
being kind to this self, not overburdening it with what it is
unable to do, and maintaining it from everything that
incapacitates it or inflicts any harm on it.

Thus, the value of human life is entrenched in the law of
God Almighty, and it is safeguarded from all aggression or
assault except for the right of God Almighty, as it has been
established by the value of human dignity, and thus integral
elements of belief, legislation and morality have been
ensured, combining in their folds between consideration
and action, and between principles and application, its
horizons are to include humanity at the origin of its
existence, without distinction or differentiation, even if it
has made for the people of faith in God Almighty and His
law a supreme place, but it is not limited to race, color,
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lineage or nervousness, rather it is attained and elevated by
everyone who seeks it from among all of humanity.

Therefore, this vision resulted in many other human
principles, such as acceptance of the other, civilized
dialogue, and the inviolability of infringement is except for
a legitimate right, such as self-defense.

Praise be to God, Lord of the worlds, first and foremost.
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