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Abstract

The current study aimed at developing communicative
competence of EFL student teachers at faculties of Education
through using a debate based program. The participants of the
study consisted of fourth year student teachers enrolled in the
English department at the faculty of Education, Arish University
(N= 35). The study followed the one group pre- posttest design.
The instruments used in the current study included: an EFL
speaking and writing skills lists required for fourth year EFL
student teachers, an EFL speaking and writing skills pre and
posttests, a rubric for assessing fourth year student teachers'
performance in EFL speaking and writing skills. The pre-tests
were administered to the participants before the intervention, and
then they were taught through using the debate program. After
the implementation, post- tests were administered to the
participants. It was revealed that debate based program is
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effective in developing the communicative competence (speaking
and writing skills) of EFL fourth year student teachers.
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1.1. Introduction

Language is a means of communication in everyday life.
People use it to express their ideas, opinions and feelings either
in a written or a spoken form. In our modern world, most people
tend to learn other language -especially English language- in
addition to their mother tongue in order to communicate with the
outside world. That's why more attention is being paid nowadays
to developing communication skills in general and to develop
speaking and writing skills in particular.

Developing communicative competence is one of the main
aims of teaching English as a foreign/ second language as it
enables learners' to communicate successfully and effectively
in our daily life. It consists of three main components:
linguistics (which consists of the basic elements of
communication, sentence patterns, morphological,
phonological), sociolinguistics (consists of social and cultural
knowledge required to use language) and discourse which
involves the selection, sequencing and arrangement of words,
structure and sentences utterances to achieve spoken and
written whole with reference to the message and context
(Akpmar, 2009: 105 and Sanad, 2009: 5).

Language learning involves mastering the four language
skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. These skills are
either receptive or productive. In receptive skills such as:
reading and listening, learners try to extract meaning from the
discourse that he sees or hears; however, in the productive
skills such as: speaking and writing the learner becomes an
agent of the language and tries to produce it. Although
speaking and writing are lying in the same category, they are
different in terms of being auditory or visual, havingimmediate
reception and time in feedback (Dincer, 2011:8,Harmer,
2007a:125, Weigle, 2002:14).

Chaney and Burk (1998: 13) defined speaking as "a process
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of building and sharing meaning through the use of verbal and
non-verbal symbols in a variety of contexts". With more
clarification, Bailey (2000:25) stated that speaking is a process
of interaction where speakers intend to build meaning through
producing, receiving and processing information.

Later on, Cameron (2001:40) said that speaking is
considered as an "active use of language" by which people can
express meanings so other people can make sense of them.
Flucher (2003:23) asserted that speaking is the use of language
to communicate with others. According to this, the process
involves two people, one is the hearer and the other is the
speaker who has to react to whatever they hear and make their
contribution a high speed.

Igbal (2012) defined speaking as "the oral mode or the
productive skill which is more complicated and which involves
more than just pronouncing words”. Speaking is all about
conveying thoughts, ideas, feelings and expectations
effectively. So, speaker should understand the meaning of what
they want to communicate (Patiung, Tolla& Dolla, 2015:
1094). Speaking also demands fluency which enables the
speaker to speak without hesitation, repetition or self-
correction. Accuracy is the use of correct forms of
pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar (Spratt, Palverness
and Williams, 2005: 34).

Patiung, Tolla, Anshari and Dolla (2015: 1094- 1095)
mentioned some characteristics of an ideal speaker:

1. Mastering the materials: good speakers seek to master and
learn the material to be conveyed. The speaker is trying to
learn and examine various sources of references; these
sources could be articles, books, magazines, etc...

2. Understanding the background of the listener: before
beginning the speech, the speaker attempts to collect a
variety of information about his listener.
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. Knowing the situation: a good speaker should consider the
situation in the speech including: time, seating, listeners and
the atmosphere.

4. Having a clear goal: a good speaker should have a certain
goal in mind.

5. Having a contact with the listeners: a speaker will always
retain his or her audience. The speaker is trying to
understand the emotional reaction of the listeners.

6. Controlling the listeners: a good speaker has the ability to
grasp the attention of the listeners.

7. Having a convincing performance: a good speaker will
always assure the listeners. The speaker has a simply
behavior, style of speech, language, way of dressing and
personality.

The main aim for language is achieving communication.
Without speech, we cannot communicate. The language is just
a script. Any gap in communication results in problems and
misunderstanding. Moreover, the speakers of a language need
to be especially and purposefully trained especially in speaking
as it provides the speaker with several distinct merits. One of
them is the ability to express ones' ideas, opinions, and feelings
in a meaningful way (Qureshi, 2011:2-3).

Rao, (2018: 288) declared that speaking plays a vital role in
the acquisition of a foreign or a second language. The
importance of speaking lies not only in enabling people to
express their thoughts and ideas, but also to grasp others'
attention and impress them with their talk. Kurum (2016:1)
affirmed that speaking doesn't only cover grammatically
correct sentences, but it also extended to broad areas of
mechanism, functions, and social interaction.

Despite the importance of speaking, there are different
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factors that may affect EFL learners' performance. Some
factors may be related to performance conditions such as (time
pressure, planning and amount of support), or affective factors
such as (motivation, anxiety and confidence), or the feedback
that students receive during speaking activities. Other factors
could be related to inhibitions where students have nothing to
say, shyness or fear of criticism. Some difficulties can be
related to mother tongue use or low and uneven participation
(Tuan and Mai, 2015:9, Ur, 1996 and Zhang, 2009).

Speaking remains the most difficult skill to master for the
majority of English learners and they are still incompetent in
communicating orally in English. There are many factors that
cause difficulties in speaking among EFL learners. Some of
these factors are related to the learners themselves, the teaching
strategies, the curriculum and the environment. Lacking the
necessary vocabulary, learners cannot keep the interaction
going. Other learners lack motivation, they do not see a real
need to master speaking skills (Rababah, 2005 and Zhang,
2009:41).

On the other side, writing also plays an important role in
enabling learners to express their opinions and ideas and
convince others. Abe (2008: 19) and Abdel- Hack (2009a: 334)
concluded that writing is a process that permits learners to
communicate their written messages while developing their
literacy skills in speaking. Both of them are concerned with
conveying messages, ideas, thoughts and opinions. They both
have the same function; students practice in writing what he/
she has practiced orally.

Teaching writing which is a main component in developing
communicative competence is considered a difficult task.
Writing in a second language is a demanding and challenging
process because writers are supposed to produce not only
written samples that are grammatically correct, but also
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semantically appropriate, syntactically accurate and culturally
acceptable (Alsamadani, 2010).

Nunan (2003: 88) argued that writing is an intellectual
activity of finding the ideas and thinking about the way to
express and arrange them into a statement and a paragraph that
Is clear to be understood by the people. Conroy, Marchand and
Webster (2009: 5) defined writing as an individual process
which requires thinking strategies that allow individuals to
express themselves competently in other language. It is a
complex activity that requires a certain level of linguistic
knowledge, vocabulary, writing conventions and grammar.

Durga& Rao (2018: 2) pointed out that communication is
transmitted more through writing than any other kind of skills.
Logically, students need effective writing skills to meet their
academic needs. So, students should improve their writing
skills. That is why teachers have to motivate students to master
good standard in writing by providing instructions in writing
process and rules of writing such as grammar rules and writing
practice.

Therefore, when students master the writing skill, they will:
be committed to the purpose of the essay or report, write an
organized, coherent and unified piece of writing, use
documented and integrated evidences in their articles which
support their arguments and use correct grammatical forms
(tenses, word choice), spelling and punctuation (Hermanto,
2008: 189). Okasha and Hamdi (2014: 664) asserted the
importance of writing as it reflects how learners master writing
techniques which enable students to become competent writers.

According to Harris, Santangelo and Graham (2010: 233)
good writers are aware of the characteristics that enable them
to produce a good piece of writing and a high quality
composition. Good writers know more about writing
mechanics than the poor ones. In their research, they found
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e A writer's knowledge of writing is related to his
performance in writing.

e Efficient writers possess more knowledge of writing
than less skilled writers.

e The output and quality of writing can be improved by
meaningful practice.

e Age and schooling run parallel with writing ability.

The main difference between both good and poor writers
especially in second language is that although they share
similar cognitive strategies, they are different in terms of
reasons and the ways they used strategies while writing
(Abdullah, Bakar, Ali and Yaacob, 2011: 2).

In discussing the importance of writing, Suleiman (2000:
155) asserted that "writing is a central element of language,
any reading and language arts program must consider the
multidimensional nature of writing in instructional practices,
assessment procedures and language development”. Currier
(2008) explained that considering the enormous power of
words it influence and persuade others, before students
graduate from high schools, a proficient writing instruction
should be established (cited in Hosseini, Taghizadeh, Abedin
and Nasseri, 2013: 3-4).

Feez (2002: 4) declared that writing process deals with texts
as products. Creating these texts requires the appropriate
choice of words and how these words put together. She
categorized writing into different types: Exchanges writings,
forms writings, procedures writings, information texts, story
texts and persuasive texts.

Despite the importance of writing, it is frequently attributed as
the most complex skill of a language. These difficulties face not
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only novice writers but professional writers as well. Challenges
that face EFL writers can be due to various reasons; they can be
related to the inherent complexity of the skill, students' limited
knowledge of the topic, insufficient practice or inadequate
feedback. Also, teachers sometimes find it hard to assist students
in producing pieces of quality academic writings. Furthermore,
most teachers focus mainly on accuracy and correctness of
grammar and writing mechanism (Abdel- Hack, 2002:195;
Anwar, 2000:96; Calhoun, & Hale, 2003).

Numerous factors affect students' writing skills have been
identified in literature. Pinetch (2013) asserted this concept by
stating that most factors are associated with learners' motivation
that is generally unclear about the purpose and significance of
their text in their L2 learning. However, this should not be the
case, L2 learners should not initially have this attitude and
teachers should try to ensure that writing is not seen as a
frustrated and unrewarding skill (Al- Gharabaly, 2015: 43). On
the contrary, learners should be encouraged to feel that writing is
an important and effective mean of self- expression,
communication and information gathering.

Furthermore, the lack of vocabulary affects students' writing
as it is a basic component of successful writing skill. Some tools
can be used to solve this problem like using dictionary during
tasks or assignments. However, some of these difficulties can be
solved through discussion. Through working in groups or in pairs
produce a piece of writing, learners have an opportunity to ask
each other and the teacher if needed about spelling, vocabulary,
grammar and the best ways of expressing things (Friedlander,
1997: 110, Al- Gharabaly, 2015: 43 and Ali, 2018: 6).

There is a close relationship between the four language skills
especially writing and speaking. Both of them are productive
skills. In the acquisition of a foreign language or a second
language, speaking plays a dominate role. Speaking builds
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people's link, personality, and character. However, writing
enables learners to express their ideas, thoughts and expressions
in the form of writing (Rao, 2018: 290). Since speaking and
writing fall under the same category, it is crucial to state some of
the similarities and differences between them.

Rubin and Kang (2009: 220) described the relation between
speaking and writing like the "DNA". They clarified that "A
more apt model might be a double helix with a writing strand
and a speaking strand intertwined. At any particular stage one
strand may be the focal outcome, drawing upon the other. But
as a whole, the two strands are reciprocally supportive and
leading in the same direction”. Goh and Doyle (2013: 108)
stated that both writing and speaking have many similar
linguistic resources such as grammar and vocabulary. These
resources are essential for transmitting various types of
meanings. The relationship between writing and speaking tend
to indirect.

In order to adapt with the environment, humans have to
master communication either spoken or written. It enables
them to affect others and being affected by them, confidence
them and being part of the society. In order to affect others,
students should have high levels of self- efficacy. Students
with strong self- efficacy become more committed to their
learning and more organized. They prefer challenging tasks.
On the other side, students with low levels of self- efficacy
become more anxious about their learning and avoid
challenging tasks. Thus, self- efficacy plays a vital role in
developing communicative competence.

Consequently, researchers have conducted several studies to
Improve communicative competence in general and EFL
speaking and writing skills in particular through different
approaches and strategies such as Abdel-Maksoud (2007), El-
Mistikawy (2010), Al- Ahaydib (2013), Helwa (2013), El- Sawy
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(2015), Abdel- Gawad (2019), Ahmed (2019), Ahmed (2020) and
Saed, Haider, Al- Salamn and Hussein (2021). This study
concentrates on communicative competence at higher levels of
language proficiency according to the Common European
Framework of References for Languages (CEFR, 2001).

The main aim of CEFR is promoting transparency and
coherence in the learning and teaching of modern languages in
Europe. Although the word European refers to European
languages, the CEF has been translated into more than 30
languages, some of which are not European languages and this
made the CEF accessible to almost everybody in the world. In the
CEFR language learners' levels are divided into six levels; each
level includes competencies needed for effective communication,
skills and knowledge related to language learning, competencies,
situation and contexts in which communication takes place
(CEFR, 2001: 20).

According to CEFR (2001:13) communicative competence
comprises of three components:

1. Linguistic Competence: includes lexical, phonological and
syntactical knowledge and skills. This competence considered
with not only the range and the quality of knowledge (in terms
of phonetic distinctions made or the extent and precision of
vocabulary) but with cognitive organization and the way this
knowledge is stored as well. in other words, it refers to the
dimensions of a language as a system.

2. Socio-linguistic Competence: is related to sociocultural
conditions of language use. Sociolinguistic competence
affects all language communication between representatives
of different cultures. Dobric, Graf and Onysko (2016: 34)
declared that this competence is concerned with the rules of
politeness, the norms governing linguistic behavior between
different social groups and the differences in dialects.
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3. Pragmatic Competence: is concerned with the functional use
of linguistic resources (production of language function and
speech acts), drawing on scenarios or script of interactional
exchanges. It also concerns with the mastery of discourse,
cohesion and coherence.

CEFR model is mainly based on "can do" descriptors. These
scaled descriptors are provided for aspects of linguistic,
pragmatic and sociolinguistic competence. Descriptors need to be
holistic in order to present an overview, detailed lists of micro-
functions, grammatical forms and vocabulary which are
presented in language specifications for particular languages
(CEFR, 2001: 30).

Zeljezic (2017) stated that CEFR's descriptions of the B2
learner is in line with the supreme goal of the communicative
paradigm. Students in this level are supposed to be able to
articulate a standpoint on a complex subject or discuss it
argumentatively (such as: debating). He added that students "are
deemed able to give clear, systematically developed descriptions
and presentations which appropriate highlighting of significant
points and relevant details”. Kurinawan (2013) mentioned that
debate is a method that allows students to express their
arguments. It differs from discussion which focuses on solving
problems and finding solutions to these problems. In debates,
students begin to compete, defend and clarify their arguments
with the opposite arguments in the class.

Bonwell and Eison (1991) declared that debate is a form of
active involvement that enables students to learn more effectively
by actively analyzing, discussing and applying content in
meaningful ways rather than passively absorbing information
(Cited in Kennedy, 2007: 183). Suyatno (2009: 70) stated that
debate is considered as an innovative learning method because
students are the ones who choose the topics, find the argument,
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find the proof and present their opinions to their, then they are
called opponents.

Silberman (1996: 141) defined debate as an active method of
learning. It means that all students could be involved in the
debate. He added that it is considered as a valuable method to
Improve students' thinking, especially students who are expected
to deliver their point nevertheless they actually do not agree with
the topics. He clarified that debate allows all students to be
involved in the learning process. By applying debate with its
procedures, it will create an enthusiastic atmosphere among the
students because everyone will utter their thoughts; do rebuttals
and state the confirmation arguments.

Debate is an approach which involves learners in the learning
process, give them an opportunity to express themselves, develop
their higher order thinking skills, and prevent rote memorization
and misunderstanding. Also, it motivates the learners and assists
them to stay away from prejudice and make informed decisions
and judgments based on valid sources of data (Darby, 2007: 3
and Kenned, 2009: 182).

In their study, Doody and Condon (2015: 233) pointed out
some skills that are required for a successful in order to gain the
high benefits form debating:

1. ldentifying and clarifying the issue discussed.
2. Assessing and interpreting the underlying values involved.

3. Evaluating the relevance and accuracy of information or
evidence obtained.

Evaluating the relative merits of different viewpoint.
Articulating effectively ideas and argument.
Drawing conclusively and summarizing all the arguments.

N o 0 b

Critically appraise one's performance as well as the team.
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There is a close relation between debate and communicative
competence. It utilizes useful English which means that students
use English purposefully while conducting communication in
debate process, in which has correlation with the pragmatic
competence in communicative competence. It also provides a
unigue way to teach, directly and indirectly, to students as they
conducted the debate process, which has a correlation to
linguistic competence. Furthermore, it introduces global issues
which mean that debate uses authentic materials in order to
prepare students to face real- life conversation in various contexts
and situations (Aldila, 2014: 15).

Students have used debate in many differing subject areas
(Zare& Othman, 2013). Students tend to enjoy debating and they
are more likely to be engaged, remember materials and use the
skills in other aspects of their lives (Carini, Kuh& Kilein, 2006;
Tessier, 2009). According to Silberman (1996:142) debate has
certain procedures as follows:

1. Selecting a topic: the topic should be a controversial issue
related to students' ability and interests.

2. Determining teams: students are divided into two to four
teams "pro” and "con". Then, they were divided again into
many sub- debate teams.

3. Starting the debate: each two students from the same team
begin the debate while the other students are at the back
waiting their turns to perform.

4. Taking turns: after all students listen to opening arguments,
the other students begin to take their turns to discuss their
points of view.

5. Giving instructions: the lecturer instructs the students to
give counter arguments toward the previous ones'.
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6. Closing statement: at the end, the lecturer ends the debate
and starts a discussion with students about the topic.

Therefore, debate covers almost all English language skills:
reading, listening, speaking and writing. Debate encourages
students to learn the content better, since they are engaged in the
content actively and deeply) which may lead to develop students'
self-efficacy (Kurniawan, 2013 and Zare and Othman, 2013:
1507). There are some studies which indicated the importance of
using debate such as:

Park, Kier and Judgew (2011) conducted a study to indicate the
effect of debate as a teaching strategy in online education. The
findings suggest that the use of debate as an instructional strategy
can contribute to improve learning outcomes and students'
satisfaction.

Brown (2015) explored the use of debate as an in- class teaching
strategy that has the potential to heighten students' critical
thinking and collaborative learning skills.

Sabbah (2015) aimed to investigate the effect of using debate in
developing speaking skills among English majors at university of
Palestine. The results indicated that debate has a positive effect in
developing speaking skills.

1. Context of the problem
Students face some problems in speaking skills such as: using
inappropriate grammatical structures, inappropriate vocabulary,
mispronunciation, and expressing ideas and thoughts in an
inappropriate way. Many previous researchers such as Hassan
(2009), Helwa (2013), Ashour (2014), Ezz (2018), and Gaid
(2020) asserted these problems.

As for writing, students face serious problems in the writing
skills such as: lack of cohesion and coherence. Other problems
were related to organization, sequence and transition of ideas.
Furthermore, Arab university students tend to follow certain
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technique in their writings which make their writing incoherent
such as including abroad in the opening sections of their essays
before introducing the topic sentence. All of these factors make
students' writing lack mechanism which an important element to
produce a clear and appropriate essay or report (Atari, 1983; Lee,
2004 and Ahmed, 2014).

Abdel- Hack (2009b:255) stated that it is important to create
environments which allow students to overcome their fear in
order to give an opportunity to speak. There is no better way for
students to grasp the essential value of writing as a form of
communication. Moreover, most EFL students hate to write as
they have no experience, no confidence, maybe no ideas, a slight
vocabulary, skewed grammar and probably vague notion of
punctuation. So, students should practice, practice and still more
practice to learn writing. They are always hesitant to write
because they cannot generate ideas and they are afraid of making
mistakes.

To document the problem of the study, the researcher
conducted a pilot study on (30) EFL fourth year student teachers
at faculty of Education, Arish University. The pilot study
consisted of two tests: one for the speaking skills and the other
for the writing skills. Each test consisted of two questions.

As shown in table (1), it is evident that the percentage of
students who obtained less than 50% of the score than 50% of
the score is high, as these percentages ranged between (90% -
100%), which are very high, compared to (0% - 10%) of students
who obtained than 50% of the score or above. This clearly
indicates that there is a significant decline in the levels of
students in these skills.

Table (1): Results of the pilot study
Less than 50% of the 50% of the score Or
score Above

Item
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Frequency | Percentage | Frequency | Percentage

Speaking

Skills Only | 28 93.3% 2 6.7%

Writing 29 1

Skills Only 96.7% 3.3%

Both

Speaking

and 27 3

Writing

Skills 90.0% 10.0%

Speaking

Skills  or

Writing 30 0

Skills 100.0% 0.0%

Results of the EFL speaking skills test revealed that students
suffer from serious problems in speaking. Firstly, they were shy
to speak and express their ideas even if it was a simple question.
Secondly, they cannot use the appropriate words, expressions or
idioms that express their thoughts. Thirdly, they felt anxious to
speak in front of their colleagues. In the same line, the results of
the EFL writing skills test revealed that students face some
problems such as: lacking of cohesive devices, misspelling of
some words, and a lot of grammatical mistakes.

2. Statement of the problem
The problem of the current study can be encountered in the
weakness of communicative competence among EFL student
teachers. The researcher suggests dealing with this weakness by
using more effective strategies and approaches such as "debate ".
The problem of the current study can be stated in the following
main question:
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What is the effect of a debate based program for developing
communicative competence among EFL student teachers at
faculties of Education?

This question is translated into the following sub-questions:

1. What are the EFL speaking skills required for EFL student
teachers at Faculty of Education?

2. To what extent do the EFL student teachers master these
skills?

3. What are the EFL writing skills required for EFL student
teachers at Faculty of Education?

4. To what extent do the EFL student teachers master these
skills?

5. What are the features of a debate based program?
3. Study Aim:

The current study aimed at developing Communicative
competence of EFL fourth year student teachers.

4. Study Significance
The significance of the present study is represented in what it
may offer for the following:-

Students: as it helps in:-
e Developing some EFL speaking and writing skills.

e Helping them to communicate effectively and be
competent.

e Encouraging and motivating them to use the language
orally and written.

e Helping students monitor their EFL speaking and writing
skills.
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e Understanding the information from the text and be aware
of author's purpose.

e Motivating students to speak, and write.
EFL Researchers: as it helps in:-

e Encouraging them to use the debate approach in their
research.
EFL Teachers: as it helps in:-

e Providing them with some guidelines about debates that
might help develop EFL students' speaking and writing
skills.

Curriculum planners: as it helps in:-

e Drawing their attention to the efficacy of debate in
developing speaking and writing and teaching these
strategies in the EFL curriculum.

5. Delimitations

This study is delimited to the following:-

e A group of fourth year students enrolled in English
department at Faculty of Education, Arish University.

e EFL speaking skills required for fourth year students
according to CEFR (range, accuracy, fluency, coherence,
and interaction skills).

e EFL writing skills required for fourth year students
according to CEFR (organization, creativity, development
and language use, cohesion, coherence and mechanics
skills.

6. Design

The present study employed a pre- post, quasi experimental
design of one group to determine the effect of debate based
program for developing communicative competence of student
teachers at faculty of Education, Arish University.
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7. Participants

The participants of the study consisted of (35) EFL fourth year
student teachers enrolled in English department at Faculty of
Education, Arish university during the second semester of the
academic year 2020/ 2021. The participants attended almost all
the sessions of the treatment and the pre- post administrations of
the instruments of the study.

8. Instruments

e An EFL Speaking Skills list adopted from CEFR.

e An EFL Speaking pre and post Test prepared by the
researcher and a rubric to correct it.

e An EFL Writing Skills list adopted from CEFR.

e An EFL writing pre and posttest prepared by the researcher
and a rubric to correct it.

9. Terminology

EFL Communicative Competence

Mukalel (1998:88) defined it as the knowledge of the rules
for understanding and producing both the referential and social
meaning of language. It deals with producing and
understanding sentences that are appropriate for a particular
situation.

According to CEFR (2001: 9) communicative competence
is the ability of a person to act using specifically linguistic
means.

Akpmar (2009:106) defined it as the ability to interact well
with  others, which refers to accuracy; clarity;
comprehensibility; coherence; effectiveness and
appropriateness. He also defined it as a situational ability to set
realistic and appropriate goals and maximize achievement by
using knowledge of context and communication.
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The present study will adopt CEFR's (2001) definition as it
includes the different aspects of communicative competence
and identifies the main characteristics of each aspect.

EFL Speaking Skills

According to CEFR (2001: 59) speaking is the ability to
interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes
regular interaction with native speakers quiet possible, take an
active part in discussion in familiar contexts accounting for and
sustaining their views, present clear and detailed descriptions of a
wide range of subjects related to students' interests and explain a
point of view on a topical issue giving the advantages and
disadvantages of various options.

Luoma (2004) described speaking as a complex ability of
communication and interaction. It is not mechanic ability, but
also a socially constructed way to communicate which make it
more complicated than the sum of its parts. In speaking, it is not
enough to speak correctly; but also it must fit the situation as
well.

Nunan (2003:48) defined speaking as a productive oral skill. It
consists of producing systematic verbal utterance to convey
meaning. It enables students to produce proper English sounds
and sounds patterns, use appropriate words and sentences in light
of proper social context and audience, produce organized ideas in
a logical and meaningful manner, and use English fluently and
confidently.

Kayi (2006:23) defined EFL speaking skills as an
interactive process of constructing meaning that involves
producing, receiving and processing information. It is also the
process of building and sharing meaning through the use of
verbal and nonverbal symbols in a variety of contexts.
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From all previous definitions, speaking can be defined as an
Interactive process of constructive meaning that involves
producing and receiving information. The main aim of
speaking is to convey ideas and thoughts. By mastering it,
students can deliver their message effectively, grasp others'
attention, improving students' confidence and efficacy and
reducing their anxiety.

EFL Writing Skills

Writing is the ability to write a clear, detailed text on a wide
range of subjects related to students' interests, write an essay or
a report passing on information or giving reasons in support of
or against a particular point of view (CEFR, 2001: 27).

Chen (2005:15) defined EFL writing as the ability to
discover what one wishes to say and convey one's message
through language, syntax and content that are appropriate for
one's audience and purpose.

Franco (2008: 50) stated that writing is a skill that requires
thinking and cognitive processes. It is a complex process
because it not only consists of different stages, but also it
includes various aspects such as punctuation, spelling and
organization.

Writing can be defined as the ability to express ideas and
thoughts in written words. It is an active process that requires
analyzing and understanding the background knowledge and
chooses the appropriate language to express it. Therefore,
students need to pay great attention to their writing as it reflects
their ability in mastering writing techniques.
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