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Knowledge Integration: theory and practice between the disciplines of
painting and ceramics as an approach for teaching contemporary
ceramic productions

Prof. Mohammed Al-Amri Prof. Fakhriya Al-Yahyai Dr. Badar Almamari

College of Education, Sultan Qaboos University, Oman.

Abstract

Education for Creativity requests new combinations of knowledge. Therefore,
the traditional skill and knowledge, traditional training in, through and by single art
discipline will not be enough to educate art teachers in the current time. Current art
education standards confirm that in order to provide high-quality instructional
studies in the arts, visual arts educators should Collaborate with Other Educators
(NAEA, 2009), at the same time, students in the visual arts should “be able to relate
art knowledge within and across the arts disciplines” (NAEA, 2004, p. 14). As a
result of this, Art teachers in schools should be able to make connections between
visual arts and other disciplines including art disciplines themselves. This research
investigates the possibility of exploring the issue of art integration, with a particular
focus on ceramic as a discipline and its relationship with modern & contemporary
painting. We present our exploration in the form of contemporary ceramic art
productions, one that is yet to be completed by art students at Art Education
Department, Sultan Qaboos University (SQU) in Oman. The research has involved
several experiments of ceramic production and re- production form discipline of
painting with focus on one famous artists such as Piet Mondrian. The study followed
the descriptive analytical design research methodology and the semi-experimental
approach based on many artistic experiments in the discipline of paintings in order
to create and recreate ceramics with a focus on famous artists such as Piet Mondrian.
The results of the study showed the aesthetics of contemporary ceramic forms with
great paintings' surfaces inspired by the style and method of artist's works. The study
proved the existence of a complementary relationship between paintings and
ceramics that can be used in the creation and production of contemporary ceramics.
The study concluded with a number of recommendations, the most important of
which is the necessity to find new ways of ceramic production by integrating this
field within the various fine arts' disciplines, and training pre and in-service teachers
on integration approach through and by the various plastic arts, as we as on ability of
planning art teaching, and art making based on knowledge integration between art
disciplines on the one hand, and related disciplines on the other.
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