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The Level of Empathy among the Gifted and Ordinary Students and Its
Relation to Gender, Academic Track and School Type

Abstract
The aim of this study was to reveal the level of empathy among the
gifted and ordinary students and its relation to gender, academic track and
school type. The study sample consisted of (172) male and female students,

(62) males and (110) females. They were selected from public schools and

King Abdullah 1l schools for excellence. The validity and reliability of the tool

were verified using mathematical averages, the following conclusions were

reached:

- The level of empathy among the students was moderate

- There were significant differences in the dimensions of suffering, response
to crying, emotional attention and feeling for others, as well as in the total
degree of sympathy attributed to gender in favor of females, while there
were no difference between males and females in the positive
participation and emotional enthusiasm dimensions.

- There were significant differences in response to crying attributed to the
academic track in favor of the health track (nursing), while there were no
significant differences in other dimensions of empathy.

- There were significant differences in the dimensions of suffering, positive
participation and emotional attention as well as the overall degree of
empathy attributed to the type of school in favor of students in public
schools, while there were no significant differences between public school
students and excellence schools in the dimensions of response to crying
and feeling towards others and emotional enthusiasm.

Based on these results, several recommendations were made:

To conduct studies tackle the variables of this study and other variables such

as age, economic and social level, and its relationship with empathy.

Keywords: Empathy, Gifted Students, Ordinary Students, Gender,

Academic Track, School Type.
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