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Leadership Selection Criteria in Saudi Universities in The Light of Some
International and Arabic Experiences: A Field Study
DR. ABDULLAH MOSHABAB AL AHMARI

Abstract
Study Objectives: Seeking the viewpoint of a sample of academic leaderships, the study aimed to
analyze aspects of benefit to Saudi Universities from intemnational and Arab experiences in applying
academic leadership selection criteria. It also attempted to examine the degree to which those
selection criteria are applied in Saudi universities, considering international and Arab experiences. The
study further aimed to identify the significance of statistical differences at the level of (0.5) among the
mean of ratings given by the Saudi universities academic leadership participants, as to their selection
criteria, and the extent to which such ratings may be attributed to years of experience in academic
leadership, rank, and position.
The most significant results of the study were as follows:

1. Analyzing aspects of benefiting from intemational and Arab experiences in applying the academic
leadership selection criteria to Saudi universities by presenting the experiences of American,
Canadian, British, Australian, and Egyptian universities, in addition to the experience of King Saud
University. It was found that the most significant criteria for the selection of academic leadershipsin
Saudi universities are the candidate’s sdientific achievements, role in community service and
participations abroad, leadership and administrative competency standards, scientific competency
standards, in addition to other general standards; such as good conduct and good reputation. The
Higher Education Council and Universities Law of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia stress that academic
leaders (deans, deputies and department heads) in Saudi universities are selected from faculty
members who have scientific and administrative competence.

2. A high total score for the application of the academic leadership selection criteria in Saudi
universities.

3. A high total score for the application of administrative competency standards in the areas of
administrative capabilities and skills, human relations, academic and technical competence, and
leadership competence for the selection of academic leaderships at Saudi universities, according to
specificinterational and Arab experiences.

4. An average total score for the application of institutional professionalism and administrative
competency standards in the areas of capability and skill development, talent
recruitment/outsourcing, and technical competency for the selection of academic leaderships at
Saudi universities according to specific international and Arab experiences.

5. There are statistically significant differences in the academic leadership selection criteria of Saudi
universities at the level of (0.05) detected in the institutional professionalism criterion at the “years
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of experience in academic leadership” variable, in favor of study subjects whose experience is less
thanoneyear.

6. There are statistically significant differences at the level of (0.05) in the total score of the academic
leadership selection criteria of Saudi universities detected at the “academic rank” variable, in favor
of study subjects whose academic rank is “Professor”.

7. There are statistically significant differences in the academic leadership selection criteria of Saudi
universities at the level of (0.05) detected in the institutional professionalism criterion at the
“Position” variable in favor of study subjects whose position is “Head of Department”.

8. There are statistically significant differences in the academic leadership selection criteria of Saudi
universities at the level of (0.05) detected in the leadership competency criterion at the “Position”
variable in favor of study subjects whose position is “Dean Head”.

The researcher provided a set of recommendations, including:
1.The need to enhance the application of the academic leadership selection criteria in Saudi universities,
especially those pertaining to (institutional professionalism competency standards and
administrative competency in the areas of development of capabilities and skills, academic
recruitment/outsourcing, and technical competency), as the total score for the application of these
criteria was “average”.
2.Benefiting from international and Arab experiences in the application of the academic leadership
selection criteria to Saudi universities
3.Training courses and workshops should be held for academic leaderships, addressing the criterion of
“university institution management” to enhance their ability and capacity to assume such positions.
4.1t is necessary to develop the academic and practical knowledge of academic leaderships on
observation and assessment methods for quality application indicators to enhance the academic
and technical competencies of academic leaders.
5.A study should be conducted to address the challenges facing the application of academic leadership
selection criteria in Saudi universities, in light of intermational and Arab experiences.
Keywords: Criteria- Academic Leaderships- Saudi Universities- Intemational Experiences.
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