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ABSTRACT

The existence of Renaissance Artwork testifies to the era’s power structures and distribution of wealth.

The very act of commissioning an artist to design a building, sculpture, or painting signified the
patron’s taste, erudition, financial status, and ambition. The Renaissance religious paintings offer
insight into the hierarchies and values that shaped the warring city-states of Italy. The vast majority of
religious paintings in the Renaissance were created to communicate some sort of message, most of the
time that message was quite specifically about the power of the patrons. Everyday people lived by the
law of religion, it was something that many believed in and it was the number one way to control the
masses.
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