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Exceptional laws and the police state

in Egypt
Between constitutional legitimacy and the reality
of application

The general legal system of the State shall be based on
its Constitution, the rules and provisions of which shall
prevail over others in normal circumstances. However,
when the state is exposed to a serious danger that threatens
its existence or threatens the existence of its people, it is
different. The constitution often regulates the mechanism
of dealing with exceptional exceptional circumstances and
methods of avoiding them with the least possible losses and
with the least sacrifice of the principle of legality.

One of the most important of these mechanisms is the
suspension of the work of certain constitutional and legal
provisions for a specific period or not to restrict them
temporarily until the disappearance of exceptional
circumstances.

The legality is that the state shall subject all its organs
and members to the provisions of the law and that it shall
not go beyond its limits. The requirements of this principle
are that the administration shall respect the provisions of
the law in its actions.

States often agree that it is this submission that
legitimizes its actions and places them in the ranks of legal
states and, as a result, becomes a police state.
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