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Abstract

The ancient Arab grammarians recognized locative sentences but their
analyses were directed towards what constituted its underlying structure.
Driven by their belief in the existence of an abstract governor i.e. “gaamil”,
they suggested that this underlying element could be a noun or a verb.
Accordingly, they disagreed upon the classification of locative sentences.
The contemporary researchers who studied this topic did not go beyond the
theoretical issue of the underlying structure. The present paper adopts a
different approach which ends up by analyzing such sentences as denoting
location explicitly and existence implicationally. The author argues that
analyzing locative sentences within a semantic - philosophical framework
will lead us to the proper understanding of these sentences. As for how
parsing could be incorporated into this new analysis, the author goes along a
line of thought which will in effect get red of a posited underlying element

and meanwhile will simplify this chapter of Arabic grammar.
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