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Abstract

This research aims mainly
to the main role of American
presidents who  had been
contemporary to the Vietnam war,
as known and common that this
war was between United State of
America and North Vietnam, but in
reality, it was a phase of
confrontation between cold war
parties, Russian Union and United
State of America, no doubt that
American presidency has an
important role in such war,
whether through directing and
performing military operations.

No doubt situations of
American presidents were different
toward such war, some of them
have supplied South Vietnam with
support and sent different
American forces and aids to keep
this state remain, and given a
chance to continue against the
strong communist extension of the
Russian Union, with China, which
were the base of eastern camp for
this direction, that was during era
of the two presidents Kennedy and
Johnson, whereas Nickson had
taken another way depending on
negotiation and peace, properly
because he was convinced that
war's continuity will not for the
interest of United State of America,
in particular after massive loss of
the American Army in that war, till
both parties reached to a peace
treaty between Northern and
Southern Vietham states, that
conduced to unify the two states
and evacuating American Forces
from Vietnam by 1975.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (ﬂic‘?')
g

OFFICE OF NATTONAL ESTIMATES > F

10 January 1952

Memorandum for the Director of Central Intelligence

Subject: Critical Developments in French Policy toward
Indochina

As the resuit of the current French cabinet and budgetary
crisis, a critical French reappraisal of their Indochina policy
appears imminent and may have major implications for the US.
Plagued by continued inflation and limited financial capabilities,
all levels of French official and public opinion are rapidly
gravitating toward the opinion that France itself cannot
simulianeously support iwo major military efforts, one in
NATO and the other in the Far East.

Postwar French military policy has reflected preoccupa-
ton with two needs: (a) not to be overshadowed militarily by
a resurgent Germany; and (b} not to abandon the French position
overseas. The French calculate that, even with projected US
aid of all kinds, the cost to France of meeting these two re-
quirements is likely to rise in 1952 to over $4 billion -- roughly
$1 billion in Indochina and $3 billion for NATO, They calculate,
however, that their maximum practicable military budget will
fall short of this figure by over $500 million,

Since French interests in Western Eurcpe are paramount,
it appears that any retrenchment must come in the Far East.
Among the signs are (a) General de Lattre’s recent remarks on

13969 TOR SBeRET




the disproportion betweer: the expense of the war in Indochina
and the French stake there; (b) Premier Pleven’s recent
request for early high-level conversations on Indochina in

the context of the whole Far Eastern problem; and (c) indica-
tions that many French polit:cans are becoming converted to
the belief that French withdrawal from Indochina is inevitable
and should not be too long postponed. Embassy Paris estimates
that the '‘snowball has started to form’’ and that, in the absence
either of some form of infernationalization of the Indochina prob-
lem or of substantial additional US aid, public sentiment for
withdrawal will gain steadily and perhaps accelerate.

Under these circumstances the French Government has
apparently concluded that the only chance of solving its prob-
lem short of retrenchment lies in convincing the US that
France itself can no longer support the major burden of the
Indochina war, The French have consistently argued that
the Indochina struggle must not be regarded as a purely
national interest but as an integral part of the over-all con-
tainment effort of the West. Consequently present French
policy appears directed toward: (a) securing substantial
additional US aid to relieve the French financial burden;

(b) securing some form of internationalization of the Indo-

china war, i.e., a US-UK commitment to defend Indochina,

thus acting as a warning to the Chinese’Communists, plus

a concertling of joint defy es as recc ded by

the Singapore Conference; and (¢) achieving , if possible, an
armistice in Indochina on ihe Korean model. It appears likely
that France intends io press for early decision on these issues,
despite their grave implications for French colonial policy. The
French Government may well consider that it must act along these
lines sooner or later anyway and that it cannot afford to wait until
a Chinese-invasion is tmminent or German rearmament is well
underway.

SHERMAN KENT
Assistant Director
National Estimates
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Lansdale Visiy 13
3. Summary Record of a Meeting, The White House,

Washington, January 28, 1961, 10 a.m-12:15 pon*

PARTICIFANTS
The President
The Vice President
The Secretary of State
The Secretary of Delense
General Lemnitzer, Chakrman JCS
The Director of ClA-=Mr. Allen Dulles
Assistant Secretary Nitze, Defense Department
Brigadier General Lansdale, USAF
Mr. Broe, CIA
M. Parions, Siate Department

The President greeted General Lansdale and complimented him
on his report on Viet-Nam, ?

Secretary Rusk asked whether the President would prefer to
consider this report first or have a briefing from Mr. Parsons on the

Viet-MNam counter-insurgency plan® just submitted by the Country .

Team at Saigon,

Mr. Parsons then outlined the plan, saying that it comprehended
not only military, but political, economic and psychological pro-
grams. Inspired originally by Defense, it was worked out by a group
chaired in the Embassy with participanis from MAAG, USOM, USIS
and CIA. Apart from the recommendation for a 20,000-man increase
in the Victnamese army and accelerated training under MAAG of
the 30,000-man <ivil guard, the plan recommended organizational
changes in the Vieinamese Government having to do with security
planning and execution, centralization of intelligence and other fac-
tors, The initial cost of the army ‘and civil guard portions of the plan
would be approximately $40 million chargeable to MAP in FY 61,
Mr. Parsons said that the essence of the plan, including analysis of

' Spurce: Depariment of State, Central Files, 751K 00/1-2861. Sewrat. Drafted and
initialed Dy Parsons. Although the source text indicates the meeting began at 1145
am, according to the Preskdent’s Log Book and Rusks Appoiniment Book. the
meeting began at 10 am, and Lansdale and Parcons did not join until 10:45.
(Kennedy Library, President’s Log Book; Johnson Library, Rusk Appointment Book)
For another sccount of the meeting, see the memarandum from Rostow, infre. Parsans
in hit oral history interview & Iy dates this ing on Janusry 20 or XL
{Kennedy Library, Oril History Program, }. Graham Parsonic)

In a memorandum to Dulles, Rusk, and MacNamara, January 27, McGeorge
Bundy reported that the meeting was called to discuss Tuba and Vietnam, the likter
becaute of the President’s “keen interest in General Lansdale’s recent report and his.
awareness of the high importance of this country.” {(fud, National Secunty Files,
Vietnam Couniry Scriesf

See snpa,

* Document 1.
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Lansdale Visle 25

upon by certain elements of the US. community here in Vietnam
and by certain well meaning Vietnamese officers and civilians.

Although there may possibly be some degree of validity to some
of these rumors—there always is—they are mostly based on the
Communist technique of half truths and insinuations and are not
supported by hard facts. Tt has been my observation over a period of
years that our Armed Forces are not entirely immune to this ques-
tionable pastire. I am convinced that the best defense against rumor
is truth. With this in mind, the US. policy towards the GVN and
President Diem is clear and unequivocal, Briefly stated, it is that the
U.S. supports the GVN and President Diem. That although Diem has
certain shortcomings, as do we all, he is pro-US, definitely anti-
Communist, and has done a remarkably fine job during his five
years in office against terrific odds, He is the most tough minded,
dedicated practicing anti-Communist leader among owr friends
today.

Therefore, it is only fair that all personnel of this MAAG refrain
from giving credence—tacit or openly-—to these unfavorable rumors
regarding President Diem and the GVN. Remember that they cannot
be proven—and that there is definitely less corruption in the GVN
than most similar countries. Diem will not countenance it!

[Here follow five pages of text reviewing the activities of
MAAG since November 1960.]

8. Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the

Department of State (‘(’;”’/‘"ﬁg

Saigon, January 31, 19617 pm.

1329, In view of General Lansdale’s experience in Viet-Nam, I
have given considerable attention and thought to the suggestions he
made in CINCPAC 172157Z January,? and 1 have discussed these
with key members of my staff. [ fully agree with his evaluation,

—_—

¥ Sousce: Department of State, Central Files, 751K.00/1-3161, Secrei; Limit Distri-
bution. According to ancther copy, this telegram was drafied by Durbrow. {(Washing-
ton Natlonal Recorde Center, RG 54, Saigon Embassy Files: FRC 66 A $78) Repeated
te CINCPAC for PolAd.

o this relegram, Lapsdale concluded that the opposition groups in Saigon
appeared fo be 5o dose to cxpiosion that & coup attempl might soon follow. He
ruggested two US, ackions to forestall this possibility and the resulting chaos: l'| a

clear statement of US, support for Diem and 2 US. e of the
o farm 3 resnanslbls nars (0 Tatesnal Securite. 1841
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Foreign relations 1961-1963, Volume 1, summary Record of
meeting the white house, Washington, jan, 28, 1961.

(Y) (.3) ‘}’J-J\ Jh.ai
Ibid..
Ibid..

Foreign relations 1961-1963, Volume 1, Telegram from the
embassy in Vietnam to the department of state Saigon jan,
31, 1961.

(7w de) 5T
Ibid..
Ibid..

Foreign relations 1961-1963, Volume 1, Telegram from the
embassy in Vietnam to the department to the embassy in
Vietnam, Washington, may, 20, 1961.

Foreign relations 1961-1963, Volume | paper prepared by the
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U.S.A Central Intelligence agency office of the national
estimates 20. Feb, 1969 approved for release date jan, 2005,
memo. For the director, subject reaction to au. S course of
action.
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