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The economics of producing and marketing the orange crop in Egypt

Summary

The productive area of the orange crop in Egypt is estimated at 238.19 thousand
acre, representing about 21.56% of the total fruit area of 1104.80 thousand acre during
the average period (2001-2015). The production capacity of the same crop is estimated
at 2323.72 thousand tons, and its cash value at current prices is estimated at LE
2527292 thousand during the same period.

The objective of this study is to study both the productivity and economic
indicators of the current situation of production and balance of food and commercial
orange crop and identify the most important factors affecting them.

This study was based on statistical analysis in terms of the descriptive and
guantitative data of the time series under study, in terms of general time trend
equations, as well as some other statistical methods and methods such as simple
regression analysis method and less significant difference method (L.S.D).

The study obtained the following results:

Through the study of production indicators in estimating the general time trend,
there is an annual increase in both the total area, the productive area, the average
productivity of acre and the total production. The amount of loss of orange crop in
Egypt was about 14.33 thousand acre, about 9.01 thousand acre, about 0.10 tons and
about 112.58 thousand tons , And about 22.19 thousand tons respectively during the
period (2001-2015).

The study of productivity and the study of differences in production averages
between the governorates of Egypt showed that there are significant differences
between some of the governorates, while it was found that there are no differences
between others.

The study of the trade balance of the crop studied in the general time trend estimate
showed an annual increase in the total value of the total production, the quantity of
Imports, the quantity of exports, the quantity available for consumption, and the self-
sufficiency rate of the orange crop in Egypt amounted to about 225064.83 thousand
pounds, about 0.096 thousand tons and about 89.61 Thousand tons, and about 23.05
thousand tons, and about 4.69% respectively during the period (2001-2015).

A study of the yield of the orange crop shows that the decrease in the net yield of
the estimated yield of -43.68% was lower than the estimated total of the estimated cost
of the same crop estimated at 12.14%, which shows the lack of merit of this economic
crop.

In light of the results that have been reached, the study recommends the following:

1- Providing the production requirements at the appropriate prices, especially the
chemical fertilizers and pesticides used in fruit production, as well as preventing
the monopoly that occurs in the market of fertilizers and pesticides, by
facilitating and encouraging the agents of these supplies.

2- To benefit from all forms of post-harvest transactions, which help to reduce the
high losses, which will reduce the increase in supply, which will necessarily
reflect the decline in prices and increase consumption of spending levels.
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3- To work towards the use of the optimal combination of elements of production,
increase the quantities exported of fruits and not only to export surplus domestic
consumption as usual, and focus on production for export.

- 153 -



