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Abstract:

Despite the fact that Matthew Lipman is an iconic name in the philosophy
of education, being a pioneer in its theories and the godfather of "Philosophy for
Children" movement, the researcher suggests that informal logic's approach to
critical thinking, and its role in his philosophy of education, was ignored by
current Arabic and foreign literature.

This approach is remarkable in Lipman definition of critical thinking: "We
tend to identify critical thinking with reasoning and argumentation, with
deduction and induction, with form, structure, and composition." Thus, Lipman
considers critical thinking as an applied logic, specifically an informal logic, and
he uses both terms to reflect the same meaning. He says: "There is a close
alliance between critical thinking and informal logic, inasmuch as the latter
deals with inferential reasoning that does not have certain conclusions but
merely probable ones and does not claim the universality that is claimed by, say,
deduction. The informal logician strives to identify the many fallacies to which
thinking is prone, and to identify as well those individual cases that are not
fallacious. Any informal logician and critical thinker will examine the many
varieties of inductive and analogical reasoning but will also give thought to the
logical basis of figurative language, as for instance in simile and metaphor."

This study aims to show that Lipman, in his concept of critical thinking,
fully understood the literature which dealt with the philosophical, educational,

and cognitive psychological approaches. He builds on the logicians' legacy in
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order to provide us with a specific informal logic approach to critical thinking.
The researcher aims to discuss and clarify this approach by stepping away from
Lipman philosophy for children and getting close to the American philosopher's
works on informal logic approach to critical thinking and its applications in the
philosophy of education. The study consists of six themes:
I: Nature of informal logic approach to critical thinking
II: Logical definition of critical thinking and its characteristics (thinker and
thought)
III: Critical thinking skills through philosophical perspective.
IV: System of applying critical thinking and its logical bases (Community of
Inquiry)
V: Critical thinking and informal fallacies.
VI: Critical thinking outputs; judgments.

The researcher concludes with the following question: What has critical
thinking to do with sustaining school education (primary and high) and
higher education? Why do educational thinkers, including Lipman, believe
that informal logic approach to critical thinking is a base for reforming

education?

Keywords:
Informal Logic - Critical Thinking - Thinking Skills - Community of Inquiry -
Informal fallacies — Judgments
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