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Abstract

o s .
This article is an attempt to assess the contribution of al-£ Al¢us? to the SCience of

Koranic exegesis. His work is at once erudite and e{(tfaordin.ary or.iginal., all the More
for his rare combination of a traditionalist, salafi religious orientation witj , Spiritua|,

mystic temperament of the highest order. In fact, his tafs ¥, as this article Shows,
al;ounds with the views, dicta and mystic states of the Sufis. At first sight, then, 4).
£Al¢us® appears to be, in both academic and spiritual terms, a paradoxical charactey.
Hence much of the article is devoted to probing this apparent contradiction, trying 1o
disentangle the complex strands of al-£ Al¢us™s thought and the influencesg that haye
contributed to shaping his religious and intellectual outlook. The comments al-£ Al¢yg
makes on Sufis and his references to them are closely examined with a view 10

al-£Al¢us® himself. The analysis gives special attention to [bnp ‘Arab®, as al-£Al¢ys?
seems to have found jn him, in many respects, a kindred spirit. Al-£A]
howev_e_r, not just another bewitched admirer of Ibn ‘Arab*

Cus’ s,

S. For despite the
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