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Abstract

This study is entitled “Linguistic Triangles: A Morphological Semantic
Study”. It shows the value of this phenomenon and its relation to meaning
through the ancients’ division of triangles into two parts: a triangle with the
same meaning and a triangle with different meanings, and this shows how
the ancient linguists were concerned with meaning in their study of this
linguistic phenomenon.

The phenomenon of triangulation occurs in nouns with a change in the
diacritical mark of the first main letter in the word. Triangulation in verbs
occurs with a change in the diacritical mark of the second main letter in the
verb. If meaning changes due to a change in the diacritical mark, we have
a triangle with different meanings, otherwise a ftriangle with the same
meaning.

The phenomenon of linguistic triangles contributes to language growth
and wording development, and in addition to its role in the expansion of
the word meanings it is linked to a number of linguistic issues (such as
meaning, dialects, antonyms, homonymy, etymological origin, linguistic
origin, etc.).

The researcher has chosen to study this phenomenon due to many
reasons: First, the lack of linguistic, morphological, and grammatical

studies into this phenomenon; second, to connect the heritage with modern
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linguistic studies; third, showing the value of this linguistic phenomenon in
enriching Arabic and the role of Arabic dialects in the emergence of this
phenomenon.

There are various factors behind the emergence of linguistic triangles,
including the multiplicity of Arabic dialects and their differences from a tribe
to another, the multiplicity of the etymological origin of a given triangular
word, the difference of the linguistic origin of a given triangular word,
frequent solecism, the emergence of vernaculars, language friction, and
the impact of other neighboring foreign languages in addition to the
phonetic similarity of other languages to Arabic influencing the structure of
the word to fit the pronunciation.

The study as a whole aims to disclose the reasons for the emergence
of this linguistic phenomenon and the role of this phenomenon in enriching
Arabic semantically. The study aims directly to compare the efforts of
lexicographers and the scholars who wrote about this linguistic
phenomenon.

This paper consists of an introduction and four sections. The
introduction deals with the emergence and development of the terminology
across ages in addition to shedding light on the linguistic triangles in terms
of structure and meaning. Then the first section tackles the triangle with
the same meaning, the second section the triangle with different meanings,
the third section the efforts of lexicographers, and the fourth section a
comparison between the efforts of lexicographers and linguists who wrote
about the phenomenon. Finally, the conclusion provides the most important

findings of the study.
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