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has taken his wife and she has born (him) a son — when he returns, he shall get
his wife back.
- (30) if a man hares his town and his lord and become a fugitive and another man
takes his wife — when he returns, he shail have no right to claim his wife.
okl
- Albrecht Goetze: The law of Es hnunna, Discvered, at tell Harmal Samer, 1948,
81.
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Szlechter ( E) : effets de la captivité en droit assyro-babylonien , R.A. Vol. 57, No.
4 (1963), p182.
Yaron (R) : the laws of eshnunna, 2ed, Jersalem-leiden, 1988, pp 206,207
SOPHIE DEMARE-LAFONT: I’absence dans les droits cuneiforms, Bordeaux

2009, p.282
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Szlechter ( E) : effets de la captivité en droit assyro-babylonien, op,cit, p 186.

Yaron (R) : op,cit, 207.

SOPHIE DEMARE-LAFONT: op,cit,p282-283
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Driver ( G.R) and John C. Miles: The babylonian laws, vol, II, oxford, At the
clarendon press, 1963.
Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, Acient Near Eastern Text , Relating to
the old testament, JAMES B . PRITCHARD, Princeton university press, 3 ed,
1969.
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133 a : If a seignior was taken captive, but there was sufficient to live on in his
house, his wife [shall not leave her house, but she shall take care of her person by
not] entering [the house of another].
133 b :If that woman did not take care of her person, but has entered the house of
another, they shall prove it against that woman and throw her into the water.
Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, 171
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Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, 171
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If the seignior was taken captive and there was not sufficient to live on in : "133 )¥(
his house, his wife may enter the house of another, with that woman incurring no
"blame at all.
Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, 171
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If, when a seignior was taken captive and there was not sufficient to live on V¢ :())
in his house, his wife has then entered the house of another before his (return)
and has borne children, (and) later her husband has returned and has reached his
city, that woman shall return to her first husband, while the children shall go with
Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, 171" their father

YYoe ¢l > c%;a\)}a; 08 6‘5;"1'\_'1‘} e).u dgana D (Y)
If, when a seignior deserted his city and then ran away, his wife has Y7 (V)
entered the house of another after his (departure), if that seignior has returned and
wishes to take back his wife, the wife of the fugitive shall not return to her
Theophile J .Meek: The Code husband because he scorned his city and ran away.
of Hammurabi, op,cit, 171
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36 : If a woman is still living in her father's house or her husband made her live (V)
apart and her husband has gone off to the fields, without leaving her either oil or
wool or clothing or food or anything at all (and) without having even an ear of
grain brought to her from the field, that woman shall remain true to her husband
for five years (and) not go to live with a(nother) husband. If she has sons (and)
they hire themselves out and earn their living, the woman shall wait for her
husband (and) not go to live with a(nother) husband . If she has no sons, she shall
wait for her husband for five years ; on the advent of the sixth year she may go to
live with the man of her choice ; her husband . upon coming back may not claim
her ; she is free for her later husband. If upon coming back he can prove that he
was delayed beyond the period of five years (and) did not keep himself away of
his own accord, since either an adversary seized him and he had to flee or he was
seized as a miscreant and so has been delayed, he shall give a woman equivalent
to his wife and take back his wife. However, if the king has sent him to another
country (and) he has been delayed beyond the period of five years, his wife shall
wait for him (and) not go to live with a(nother) husband . However, if she has
gone to live with a(nother) husband before the five years and has also borne
children, her husband upon coming back shall get her back and her children as
well because she did not respect the marriage-contract but got married .
Theophile J .Meek: The Middle Assyrian Laws, Acient Near Eastern Text , Relating
to the old testament, JAMES B . PRITCHARD, Princeton university press, 3 ed,
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1969,p 183 .For a translation with commentary M. T. Roth, Law collections from
Mesopotamia and Asia Minor ,op, cit ,pp 166167, M. W. Chavalas, Women in
the Ancient Near East , Routledge, 2014,p164 -165, Marten Stol, Women in the
Ancient Near East .Translated by Helen and Mervyn Richardson,
Utrecht,2012,p675 ; )
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45 : When a woman has been given (in marriage) and the enemy has M)
captured her husband, if she has no father-in-law and no son, she shall remain
true to her husband for two years. During those two years, if she has not
sufficient to live on, she shall come forward and (so) declare ; she shall become a
ward of the palace ; her . . . shall support her (and) she shall do his work. [If she
is the wife] of a peasant, . . . [shall support her (and) she shall do his work] .
However, [if her husband held] a field and [a house as a fief in his city], she shall
come forward [and say to the judges], ["I have nothing] to live on" ; the judges
shall inquire of the mayor (and) elders of the city (and) since he held a field in
that city as a fief, they shall acquire the field and house for two years for her
support (and) give (them) to her ; she shall live (there) and they shall draw up her
lease ; she shall complete two years (and then) she may go to live with the
husband of her choice, (and) they shall write a tablet for her as a widow . If in
later days her missing husband has returned home, he may take back his wife
who was married to an outsider ; he may not claim the sons whom she bore to her
later husband, but her later husband shall take (them) . The field and house which
were leased to an outsider at the total value as her support, if he did not re-enter
the armed service of the king, he shall pay for and take over (on the same terms)
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as they were leased . However, if he has not returned (but) died in another land,
the king shall allocate his field and house where he wishes to allocate (them) .
Theophile J .Meek: The Middle Assyrian Laws, op,cit.p184 . For a translation
with commentary see M. T. Roth, Law collections from Mesopotamia and Asia
Minor ,op, cit ,pp 170-171, M. W. Chavalas, Women in the Ancient Near East
(2014,p167, Marten Stol, Women in the Ancient Near East .Translated by Helen
and Mervyn Richardson, Utrecht,2012,p678
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In no case is the field, orchard, or house belonging to a soldier, a commissary, "36:
or a feudatory salable ."
If a seignior has purchased the field, orchard, or house belonging to a ": 37
soldier, a commissary, or a feudatory, his contract-tablet shall be broken and he
shall also forfeit his money, with the field, orchard, or house reverting to its
1V, Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, p.1"owner

NY Ga (Gl CA‘)A\ c‘ﬁ\‘)}.q;d)l&: s‘;'iu‘}e).u{sm _J(V)
38 : In no case may a soldier, a commissary, or a feudatory deed any of his field,
orchard, or house belonging to his fief to his wife or daughter, and in no case may
he assign (them) for an obligation of his .
-1681YTheophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, pp.1
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39: He may deed to his wife or daughter any of the field, orchard, or house which he
purchases and accordingly owns, 8 and he may assign (them) for an obligation of
his.
81Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, p.1
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28: In the case of either a private soldier or a commissary, who was carried off while
in the armed service of the king, if his son is able to look after the feudal
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obligations, the field and orchard shall be given to him and he shall look after the
feudal obligations of his father. Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi,
7%op,cit, p.1
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29 : If his son is so young that he is not able to look after the feudal obligations of
his father, one-third of the field and orchard shall be given to his mother in order
that his mother may rear him . Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi,
7% op,cit, p.1
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27 : In the case of either a private soldier or a commissary who was carried off while
in the armed service of the king, if after his (disappearance) they gave his field
and orchard to another and he has looked after his feudal obligations-if he has
returned and reached his city, they shall restore his field and orchard to him and
he shall himself look after his feudal obligations . Theophile J .Meek: The Code
7% of Hammurabi, op,cit, p.1
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30 : If either a private soldier or a commissary gave up his field, orchard and house
on account of the feudal obligations and has then absented himself, (and) after his
(departure) another took over his field, orchard and house and has looked after
the feudal obligations for three years-if he has returned and demands his field,
orchard and house, they shall not be given to him ; the one who has taken over
and looked after his feudal obligations shall himself become the feudatory.
7 heophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, p.1
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31 : If he has absented himself for only one year and has returned, his field, orchard
and house shall be given back to him and he shall look after his feudal
77 obligations himself . Theophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, p.1
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C.H.W. WALTER JONS, M.A; Babylonian law- The code of Hammurabi, op,cit,,
p-13
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150: If a seignior, upon presenting a field, orchard, house, or goods to his wife, left a
sealed document with her, her children may not enter a claim against her after
(the death of) her husband, since the mother may give her inheritance to that son
of hers whom she likes, (but) she may not give (it) to an outsider. Theophile J
YVY.Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, p.

165 : If a seignior, upon presenting a field, orchard, or house to his first-born, who is
the favorite in his eye, wrote a sealed document for him, when the brothers divide
after the father has gone to (his) fate, he shall keep the present which the father
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gave him, but otherwise they shall share equally in the goods of the paternal
estate.
VYYTheophile J .Meek: The Code of Hammurabi, op,cit, p.
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117: If an obligation came due against a seignior and he sold (the services of) his
wife, his son, or his daughter, or he has been bound over to service, they shall
work (in) the house of their purchaser or obligee for three years, with their
freedom reestablished in the fourth year. Theophile J .Meek: The Code of
0-171)YHammurabi, op,cit, pp.
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32: If a woman is still living in her father's house and her marriage-gift has been
given (to her), whether she is taken or is not taken to her father-in-law's house,
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