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Abstract

Case assignment is an area of research early and recently. Such
researches highlight the grammatical functions of each constituent (e.g.,
external argument, internal argument, or a complement). Thus, the concept
of the syntactic case assigner is to regulate the derivations. It deals with
certain criteria that prevent the speaker from producing ungrammatical
outputs. It also saves the syntactic derivations from crashing. The Arab
grammarians in the earliest times didn’t thoroughly define what a case
assigner is. Rather, they defined its properties in their books. By contrast,
the later Arab grammarians define it clearly and precisely for the sake of
learning. Thus, Case Theory is not a linguistic phenomenon per se in
Arabic Grammar. However, it is an attempt to illustrate the case assignment
phenomenon. They simplify its rules to be easy to comprehend. Thus, it is
crystal clear that Case Theory contributes to explain case assignment and
its conditions. Case assigner is either an abstract or lexical one. Arab
grammarians unanimously define the abstract case assigner as an implicit
assigner that can morphologically affect the ending of the word. Yet, they
differ with respect to its category. ?al-Basra’s school argues that this
abstract case assigner is Initiation whereas ?al-Kufa’s school argues that
the abstract assigner could be initiation, internal argument, external
argument, adjacency...etc.

On the other hand, Chomsky proposed the Case Theory in theoretical
linguistics that deals with case assignment universally. This theory
considers both the Deep Structure and the Surface Structure. This DS
explains the underlying grammatical function and the syntactic relation
between the case assigner and the case assignee in the base-generated
positions. In light of Chomsky’s Theory, generative grammar is explained
with its features which illustrate that the syntactic rules are universal. Thus,
this paper studies the abstract case assigner comparatively between
Sibawayh and Chomsky. This comparative study addresses the initiation
and the finite present verb to highlight two different analyses regarding one
phenomenon.
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