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Abstract

The phenomenon of demolishing the theatrical wall
appeared within the context of modernization and experimentation.
This artistic phenomenon was transferred to our Arabic theatre
from Europe although our Arabic heritage had some prior
indications for it. The researcher sought to find the means or
techniques that helped make this device successful within the
theatrical text. So, she chose al-Sayed al-Shorpagy's play called al-
Pliatcho or The Clown. She also preferred Structuralism as the
method suitable to achieve the objectives of this research paper.

The researcher, therefore, entitled her paper as, Techniques
of Demolishing the Fourth Wall — al-Sayed al-Shorpagy's play al-
Pliatcho The Clown as a Practical Model. She arrived at satisfying
research outcomes that were accounted for at the conclusion of the
paper. Among these outcomes were that, the phenomenon of
demolishing the fourth wall is one that is deeply rooted in the
Arabic and Greek heritages, and that this phenomenon appeared
recently due to a culturally-developing track whose philosophy
impacted most verbal and non-verbal arts in the twentieth century
— including that of the theatre. Moreover, the aiding techniques
that helped make the demolition of the fourth wall in the theatrical
text successful were so many. They included, attracting the
audience to participate with the actors on the stage, interrupting the
course of events by an open dialogue with the audience, assigning
one of the characters the role of the director, performing the
secretes of the theatrical action in front of the audience and
multiplying the consciousness of some characters.
Keywords:
Demolition of the Fourth Wall;  Structuralism; Comedy of the
Profession; the Fifth Wall;  Breaking the Framework; Artistic
[lusion
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