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ABSTRACT

THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE STUDENTS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AT MAJMAAH
UNIVERSITY ACQUIRE THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF SPECIAL
EDUCATION IN THE LIGHT OF CERTAIN VARIABLES

The study was conducted at the end of the second semester, during
Rajab, 1437H of the academic year 1436/1437H. The study aimed
to identify, from the perspectives of the faculty members, the basic
concepts in special education included in the reference books for
the courses in the Department of Special Education at Majmaah
University and the extent to which the students of the Department
acquired those basic concepts in the light of certain variables
(gender, GPA, Specialization). A questionnaire, including (306)
concepts mentioned in (32) basic courses in various Special
Education specializations, was developed and distributed to (10)
faculty members for the purpose of determining the basic concepts
in special education. The results identified (61) basic concepts. In
addition, a basic concept test was developed and applied to 59
students expected to graduate in the second semester of the
academic year 1436/1437 H. The results showed that the students’
acquisition of the basic concepts in special education is
educationally higher than the acceptable rates. Though the results
showed that there was no statistically significant difference in
students’ acquisition of the basic concepts in special education
related to the variables of “gender’ and “specialization”, they
signified a statistically significant difference related to the “GPA”
variable in favor of those with high rates.
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